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Toats -q I 


They want POW ER, 


Not applying Themſelves toy m 
 Subjection to what of God is 
made Manifeſtin them. | 


ALSO, 


SOUL, which hath long been/Tra- 
yelling in the Letter; but bath not- 
been Acquainted with the P O- | 
WER, chat it may feelthe N 
Spring, and .come to -- 


drink thereof the -- eo 
Living Waters. "1 
TOGETHER, . -* 


With ſome Queſtions and Ankiy "g Irs 
ſhewing'M A N his Duty, and poiapy 
him tothe Pr inciple. of "ws nk 

Some Queſtions and Anfewers Comeermini 
the Seed of Zacob, and the Tue Ghan 
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To all ſuch a 
want Power, \#t;app 
ſelves to yield jt s 
of Godis made manifeſt in them, 
wpor a pretence of waiting for 
Power ſo to do. W 


4 He Lord God of Eternal 'Powet, 
Who made Manin his own Imaye, 
he ftretccheth forth bjis-Arm to 
fave and redeem his tolt Crea- 
; ture, It is bis Power alone, that effefeth 
the work of -Redemption. He quickneth 
man, who is dead in Treſpaſles and Sins, 
* Hekeepeth alive,and leadeth on.the quick» 
- ned Soul in the path of Life. He conquer» 
'| eth, ſcattereth, and ſybdueth altche ne. 
- mies round about the Soul, even all t 


| luſts, corruptions, and temprations, whith: 


lead unto, and entangle in Perdition:” ,.* 


2 
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Yet the Lord God requireth ſomewhat 


- of the man whom he ſaverh, without whielk 
being found in man, and returned toy: 


from man, he ſaveth him not..  *-; 4 
_ Queſt. hat doth be require of Man #7 
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. - An». Rferequireth of Man, Repent 
i» X 2 A 2 | 
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- RNirring 
* tyrn towards that whichturneth him. Be- 
1 wig drawn by the Life, by che Power; he 

{ © can follow after the Life, and after the 


Faith and Obedience. 


that he ſhould tr aſt in, and cleave to the 
Light,bur believe the ſpiric of Darkneſs no 
more ; and laſtly, that he ſhould obey the 
Light, follow the Light, walk in the foot- 


ſteps of the living towards the Land of 


Light; work the Works of God in the 
Light. 

Queſt. How tan man ds this ?. 

Anſw.. Of himſelf he cannot : But be- 
ing touched, being quickned by the Eternal 


POYErong ng turned by a ſecrer vertue and. 


life in his Heart, then he can 


- Power. Finding the ſweernels of the living 

+ - Vine; -and his Soul made alive by the Sap 
”. of the Vine, his heart can now cleave to, 
*{andabide in the Vine, and bring forththe 
7, ew 'of che Living Faith and Obedience 
the Husband-man, who dayly drefſeth 


"boa further life from the Fountain, 


> it may bring forth the Fruits of Life | 


wreand more. 
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[Thar he ſhould turn - | 
at his Call, from the Darkneſs cothe Light; 


rt, that waiteth in the living Prin- | 
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War rk; Is it poilible for any p1ar 7 
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'not'in the Path? Ori there any Path, bur 

{ the repentance, faith and obedience of the 

Living Spirit, even of the Child begotten 

| by che:Ecernal Power, who is taught by its 

Father to abide and walk in the Life, and 
|. in the Power? 

| God putteth forth his Hand all the day 

long, to: ferch home Joſt man; He hathly _, 
iven him a Talent, a living Talent,which'* 

|  18able to work man into Life,and to bring x 


forth the fruits of life in man. Man'o 
looks the Talent, jJoyns not his heart 1 co, A 
brings not forth the fruits of Life co the, 2 
giver, but cries he wants'power, and what 
| 75 be? what can be do? can be cleanſe his. 
| own beart ? can be kill his corruptions ? can 
be quicken bimſelf? &c. E 
; Now mark again. There are feveral | 
| difpenſations of God to mankind, in all: 
which man ( of himſelf). falls ſhort of the | 
Life, of the Power, of the Glory, and 2 
comes under Condemnation. God layes. . 
| the blame,on man, for not hearkning, fox;*** 
' not believing, for not waſking- with himy . = 
Man layes the blame on God,, arid ſay$he-. \-N 
. wants power. Look on him who! 187A; o 
.gpedient to the lighe,which he eannot bit... 5 
».Sanfe(s to ſhine in his: hearc; and Bs "3 
*Xeprove him; ask him..why GE 
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returning towards, cleaving to, and wait- 
"KAT ing 


WW... 
obey it? is not this his plea, that he wants 
ftand before the Throne of God ? This is 


the condemnation, that men do not be- 
lieve the Light of Life, do not obey the 


- "Power ? Now let men conlider, will this | 


_— — 


Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift-: do not | 
truſt and follow the light which would lead : 


them co life, bur truſt and follow the dark- 


wane power fo todo. Is this true ? 


* . nels which leads into death,and into ever- | 
ſting Condemnation. Their plea is, they 


I confeſs the power” doth not fo flow p 


forth toman, as man expeds it : butthe 
power of life works man our of death in a ' 


myſtery, and begins in him as weaknels. 


- There isallthe ſtrength, call the power of ' 
# the enemy, againſt che work of God in the 


I 


heare. There 8 bur a. litcle thing (likea + 


grain of muſtard-ſeed)a weak thing,a fool- 


ſh thing,-ven that which is not (to man's * 
{ eye) co overcome all this: and yet inthis 
=. isthe power. . And here is the great deceit 


S 


of man: He looks for a great manifeſt ' 


power in or ___n him to begin with, and 


-*- doth not ſee how the power 1s 1n the little 
E weak ſtirrings of life in the heart, in the | 

WF rifing up of {ſomewhat againſt the mighty 

W-- firengeh of. corruption in him, which he 
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ing apon the-Lord-in, the ſtrength of che 
Lord will be- made manifeſt in 1ts ſeaſon, 
and he will be drawn nearer and nearer to 
the Lord, and his-enemies be overcome 
and fall. he knows nor how, . But he that 
waits forſuch a mighty appearance of pow- 
er at firſt, looking ſo to begin,and after that. 
manner to be preſerved and carryed ons : 
can never in this capacity ſo much aswalk | 
in the path Ecernal, nor is not in'the way! - 
of receividg the power, which ſprings af 2 
as weaknels, and leads on and overcomes  : 
enemies in a myſterious way of working,' 2 
and not in ſich a manifeſt and dire& way * 
of conqueſt, as man's wiſdom expe&ts. * 

The ſeed of the Kingdom is ſown matx. : 
knows not how, even by a ſound of the © 
Eternal Spirit, whick he is not a fit Judge ; 
of: and it grows up he knows not how's” 3 
and the power appears and works in iti 7; 
way that he is not aware of, Helooks for 3 
the Kingdom,the Power and the Life, in'#..* 
way of his obſervation, anſwerable ro the 
thoughts and expeRations of his heart. Bat 
thus zt never comes, but in the way of its ; I 
own eternal motion,ie ſprings in the iearts "2 
of many, and they overlook the thing,and 
turn from it dayly,not knowing its prope 1 
way of appearance, but expe&ing it fone”? 
| me IE, 
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other way.And thus the enemy holds them 
* .inthe bands of death, and they are cap- 

tives in the ſtrange Land , refuſing the 
- Prince of Life in his dayly offers of Life, 
- becauſethey look not for him thus, but af- 
- ter another way and manner. And till this 
\ eye of obſervation be put olit in them, 
- they can never clearly ſee the appearance 


of his ſaving of them from that, from 
" 'Svlych none bur he can deliver. 
: ow for the ſakes of ſuch as are fingle- 
- hearted,and yet with-held from the enjoy- 
ment of the Life of God and of his pure 
>. Power, through a way of wrong expeCting 
* ie, I ſhall ay a little concerning the ope- 
* ration of the power in quickning,and lead- 
i ing on the quickned ſoul, as allo concern- 
i ing the way of its ſpringing np in the 
> hearc, and theneceſlity of this way. 
> - I my (elf was long witli-held from obe- 
- cence to the Light Eternal, in its low ap- 
- pearance of diſcovering and convincing 
© of fin, through this very deceit, believing 
” that my condition required che manifeſt 
WW appearance of a very great power to help 
| me: and ſo when fin overcame me, I dig 
{only mourn over it,crying after, and wait- 
= ing for power, but was kept from joyning 
= -.. | wigh 
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* ofthe Saviour to them, nor feel the efficacy 
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STS. 
with, and cleaving to that, wherein the 
power ſprings up, and manifeſts it (elf ac». 
cording to its own pleaſure,quite contrary 
to the way of man's expeCtation. 
The opperations of the Power are divers - 
and gradual, according to the condition - 
and neceſſity of the Soul whom it viſits, _* 
and reacheth forth its hand unto, 
I. There is a diſcovery of the darkneſs, ' ? 
and of the erring of the heart from God. ? 
This is power ; for this ſhould never he # * 
in any heart, could all the powers of dark- | 
neſs there withſtand it. "2 
2. There is a riſing of the heart againſt * 
the evil,with a defire of deliverance from 
it, andof the ſpringing up of the good in 
ſuch power as might conquer it. This is a : : 
further appearance of power than the for- 
mer, and a good beginning towards be. * 
lieving or joyning with the redeeming- : 
Arm, which all the Powers of darkneſs © ? 
(with all manner of ſubtiity)endeavourts,” : 
divert the heart from. 85> 
3- There is an uprigint frame of (pirip. 
begotten, and a truth of heart formed* 7 
cowards the Lord , from which deſires, 3 
and cryes and groans after his: life and * 
preſence , and for deliverance from' the -* 
enemy, and from under the-power.of hjs* ? 
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| deceit, ſpring morg and more. | 
| 4. Thereis a fear begotten in the heart 


drawn from the feeling of, and panting af- 
- ter che Life and Power of God. _ my 
** | 5, There 1s an hope and cruſt in the | 
- \Lord's Goodnels and Mercy, with a dayly ' 
# _ waiting for his appearance, for the mani- | 
feſtation of his Spirit and pure Preſence, 
+ and for the ſpringings up of his freſh Life, | 
and precious Vertue, ' 
- 6. Thereare overtnrnings of the ene- | 
my, battering down his ftrong holds, 
: breaking of many ſnares, beating back ! 

of many furious affaults, and caufing the | 

plant of Life to grow up, and Triumph : 
_ over all the power of darkneſs. 

| 7. There are ſecret ſtayings and up- 
1 Poldings of the. heart in the hour of dark- 
== neſs, when God ſees neceflary to let forth 


: 05s own power. When the enemy 

*- buffets, rempts, prevails, and gecs ground 
upon the Soul,is drawing it back under the 
| vail, even into the Pit, and nothing ap= + 
* pears near to ſtop it, or Reſcue the Soul | 
- from death, and from the power of the | 
> Grave, but the ſting thereof enters and 
> deeply wounds the Soul; yet even then 
_ ©” - rhe 
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. of being deceived by the enemy, of being + 


* **the power thereof upon the Soul, and co | + 


| (11). 7 
the power is near , ſecretly upholding,” © 
preſerving and watching over the' Soul, *? 
and waiting for the proper ſeaſon of De- 
liverance. Nevertheleſs I am continually * 
with thee, thou bait holden me by my right. 
hand, faid David, when his feet had almoſt :; 
ſlipped into the grievous ſnare of deſpe= 2 
rate unbelief, and. murmuring, againſt * 
God's dealings with him and the reſt of: * 
his peopte. 

Many more opperations of the Power . 
might be mentioned, even of ics taberna= | 
cling and glorious appearing in fome vel, 
ſels mm various wayes, both delighting ic 
ſelf inthe hearc, and alſo filling the heare 
with delight and joy in che pure Life 2: but ©: 
theſe things are berter enjoyed and fiveer-: -| 
ly felt, in the filence of the fleſhbly part, ® 
- then ſpoken of to that ear, which is not fit. } 
co hear the tlonnd thereof. - ©: 

2dly. Theway of the Powers \pringi 
in the Heart,” which is, 1. In ics curn»" 
ing from the Darkneſs, in the Faith and” 
in the pure Obedience, which flowes from:- 
the faith. For as the Soul turns fromthe; 
power of darkneſs and death towards the z 
living Power, towards the power of the 
Ecernal Spirit of Light: fo che: Pow 
meets it, embraces it, appears to it, al 
mar 
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| C 12) : | 
manifeſts it ſelf in it, proportionble to 
' iespreſent capacity and condition. And 
'_ as the Sou], being touched with the living 
;*Vertue, gives it (elf up to believe, and 
- to truſt the power which draws: ſo the 
| power manifeſts it ſelf in the heart, ac- 
- cording tothe proportion of the Faith 
which the Eterual Vertue hath begotten 
here. And as the Soul, in the Faith, gives 
# it ſelf up to obey : ſo the power appears 
* and works the obedience. For we can do 
” nothing of our ſelves : but being. called, 
being drawn, being required to do that 
which is far beyond our ſtrength, and gi- 
 Ving up thereto, the Life ſprings, the 
: Power appears,which does the work. Fhis 
+ the Philippians had experience of,to whom 


* out your own Salvation with fear and trem- 
bling : for it is God which worketh in you,both 
row and to do of his good pleaſure. Ir is 
- theanbeliever hangs back,and cries where 
» ſhall I have power ?. Burt the Faith follows 
che moving and drawing of the ſpirit, and 
>the Power never fails the Faith. Burt that 
which cries,how ſhall ] get out of Egypt 2? 
which way ſhall I 'ever be able to. paſs 
rough -this intricate wilderneſs ? how 
ball 1 overcome thoſe mighty Enemies, 
"== | which 


\# 


/ the: Apoſtle gave that exhortation, Work 
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reſt which flows from the Power, ...T 


(13) Y 
which already have the poſſeſhon-of the 
Land I ſhould inherit, and are ſtrongly »' 
fenced in it, and mighty in ſtrength to 
keep their hold thereof ? This is nct the. * 
right Seed, this is not thectrue Tſrael, for , : 
whom the everlaſting inheritance of the - 
Life and of the pure Power 1s prepared. -. 
2. Under che Croſs,under the yoak cothe 
corrupt ( yea and tothe very natural ) they. 
power ({prings. The falſe birch-wouldghave : 
the power ſpring in a way pleaſing to it ſelf; | 
at the time its wiſdom fees neceilary,. and 
inthe way its Will would have it : but the 
power ſprings up according to its own wil - 
dom,at its own time,and after its own way. 
When the man would have it, then it flies - 
from him : and when it is not expe&ed, 
nor perhaps defired, ( at leaſt in that way « 
wherein it chuſes ro vayes r)chen'ic. ſprings ? 
up.and puts forth it felf. Molt men, that, 
have fele any thing of God, cannot but” 
defire his Life 'and Power : But moſt flie? 
che Croſs, wherein it hath choſen to ap= 
pear 3 and ſo they can never meet .with, 
bur are ſtill complaining for the want of 
it. Inthepower 15the eaſe, the reſt ofthe 
Goſpel. - Take my Toak, upon you,, and learn” 
of me, ſaith Chriſt, and yeſhall find the! 
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3 , (14) 
made Pau] rejoyce ih the Croſs of Chriſt, 
*whereby the fleſhly laſts were broughe 

" down 1n him, and the Life and Eternal 
Power ſprang in the Seed of the Kingdom: 

\ For under the Croſs the ſeed grows up and 

- Yonriſhes, and the fleſh withers and dies : 

: And as the power of fleſh and death 

waſtes,fo the Power of Spiritand Life In- 

. creaſes. 

+ 3@ The power ſprings under the fear, 
 andin the uprightneſs & love which God 
| hath begotten. Tput theſe together, for 
- there is a cloſe unity between them. The 
ſear is the dwelling of the uprighe heart, 
and the love 1s within the fear, He that 
* diftruſts himſelf, feels his own nothing- 
. neſs, finds no power todo any thing God 
requireth $5 and yet alſo fears to ſtay be- 
- hind the light of God's Spirit,in any thing 
:3t requires, and fo finds a-putting on for- 
"ward in the Faith : in him the power de- 
Tights to appear. He that would feel 
Krength beforehand, and a in the ſence 
+ of thatftrength, from him the power with- 
” draws: Buthe that is weak, and hath no 


Kim from moment to moment, this is the 
veſſel the power chuſech to manifeſt it ſelf 
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Z Arengtch, but Mill as it freely drops into | 


to, and to be contimally appearing in. 
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This 15 the New Cygyenant, I will put my | 


(15 
fear in their bearts, and where the tear or 
the New Covenant is found, {o-much. life, . * 
power, and Eternal vertue, as is neceffary , 
tor the preſent ſtate of that. heart, cannot 
be far off. So in the upright-hearted, in the v4. 
heart that is true to God, the power of 
deceit cannot dwell, but the Power of 
Truth delights tofill it, ina way futable 
to the ſtate of the Spirit, and ſo as may be * 
ſeen by the eye of the ſpirit, and felt by | 
the ſpiritual ſence. ' And 1n the Love 15 
the conftraining power, which conſtrains ._ * 
from the evil path, from thepath of unbe- 
lief & diſobedience, into the Path of Life. - 
3dly. The neceſſity of this way of the ſpring- 
ing up of the Power, and not in ſuch a mia» 
nifeſt way as man's heart defires, and as 

an's eye expeas. | 0 

It is neceflary in ſeveral refpe&ts. In 
reſped of God, in reference to the creature, 
andin reference tothe Souls enemies. \ - 

1. In — It is neceflary that » 
his Power and Life (bould fpring up inthe - 
creature in its own way, acording to. the 
counſel of his own wiſdom, ſuitable to his 
own nature, and not in the way whichthe - ” 
creature chalks out and expeas itin. God + 
muſt be like himſelf, and walk in his ons E: 

athy -- 
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» Path in andy thine oes. He is a God 

chat hideth+himfelf 1n the myſtery of his | 

working, throughout the whole track of | 

mai?r's: Redemption : and man muſt be 
| 


wrought out of himſelf, out of his own 
- "thoughts, expeQations, gathered appre- } 
© henſions concerning the kingdom and way | 
_rolife;and led ina path he doth not know | c 
. (nor ever can know any longer then he is ! 
o in it) and in wayes he hath not been ac- | 
& Juainced with. The way of Life 1s ſtill © 
= new; every moment freſh and living; and | G 
Lahe earthly: part of thoſe, who may. have in } 
{ſore meaſure felt the power of regenera- | 
+ fon, cannot know 1t, nor walk in it, Con= | 
; Hider this, : O. ye that fence.your (elves ; E- 
inſtthe preſent appearance ofthe Spi- | ;, 
a: and againſt the Convitions, Demon-} ,, 
fractions and Drawings of its Eternal light} ;, 
| abd Power;; by- ſomewhat which ye have | Ki 
{- formerly felt and known. |, :; bs 
2. Tereferencetothe Creature, the Power | T 
EE! God: muſt needs appear thus hiddenly, 
undie fuch-a miſterious way. i bo 
” + ,oThat the Creature might go through | + 
all thofe exerciſes of Spirit, . which .are 
2g neceſſary: to fit it forits-jnheritancein the. 
- boly:Land. There are ſitgits, wants, tryalss 


ngeations, inward weakneſſes , "97% 
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from bs Enemy, with-drawings of the life, 

&c; God ſeeth necefiary to Exerciſe the: - 

Spirics ofhis with, that he might fit them 

for himſelf, and for a ſafe enjoyment of 

q | his life in fulrieſs ; which could not be, if 
there were ſuch a manifeſt power to begin 

with, and continually.at hand to perform 


| 

Y} all inand for the Soul, as many. men wait 
for and think neceſſary tohave.' 

»' 2. That tlic _— art might be? D 
= | throughly worn out and « deoped, When 
Il? che Power appears and woKs mightily in, 
dy Soul, there 1s ſomewhat apt to get, np, to: -. 
n} cxalc himſelf by the Power, and to abufe'- 
i} che Power: and if the Power were not 
1 withdrawn, and*this tormented and fa-' | 
>} miſhed in the abſence of the Power, and" 


! in the withdrawing of the ſweet dreary | 
1} ance of Life,a wrong thing would be fteal="*> 
1 ing into the Taheritance, and che Soul"; 
{ would never be throughly purified, nor,” 

: Come to a pure enjoyment of the pomer 
| Therefore doth the Lord appear mn this, © q 

: myſterious way, That the Prontiſe. mt 2 

> beſure to the Seed; that the Seed whi _ 
5h | the r1ghe Heir of che power, might tome: 
re F alone to inheric the Power, andthe tale 
ef birth not touch the leaſt enjoyment of H 4, 
'3 v5 t feel the bitter froaks of dedehands 
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Paul, \f he had had power to refiſt the 
-  buffercings of che enemy, as he deſired ? 
_- would not this fleſaly, part have remained 

in the exaltation, and not bave been 

brought down ? (2 Cor, 12.7.) 
3. Inreference to the Engmy. The ene- 
- my could never be wholly conquered, his 
* ſtrong holds inthe heart broken down,and 
"the redemption from under his hand per- 
> fected, were it not for this myſterious 
© - way of. the apfitaringand working of the 
Power, 'even out of the fight of man's 
eye, and contrary to his will and expeQa- 
tion. For had man ſuch a power as he de- 
- fires, ſti]] preſent with him 3 had he Faich 
1 his power, or obedience in his power, 


as he defires and expe&ts, the enemy 
- would: ſtil} fnd entrance into him, and 
* keep bishold cf him. But God who know- 
eth che; ffare of the creature, with the 
” ſtrength and paſſages cf the enemy into 
>  man,by working with his mightypower in 
” man according to his own will, and in.the 
- way of his own Wiſdom (contrary to what 
- mancandefire or expe, but as he is ta» 
- Ken into, and compreltended in the Eter- 


—_ 


i . = - * 
3 . 
- RE 

"a »G - #2 p.- 


or could he take up the croſs in his power, 
or have itrengch to fight againſt the enemy ' 


*#ru&ion from it. What had become of 
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| C19* , 
nal Will ) carrieson 2A ects and 
ſafely, and perfeRs the Salvations of thofe 
who will not, whorum not, who defire nor 
ro be any thing, but wait to feel his and 
know his Power, and to beeome ſtibje& to. © 
it, andlie under, even in the loweſt way of -; 
* its manifeſtation and appearance. 
| Objett. This may be true in the ordinary 


Va w, 
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way of Redemption of Souls ; but there are” 

deep captivities ( even the captivity of Baby- 

lon inwardly and fpiritually ) which ſurely? 

will need 4 very great appearance of the Pow=" 

er of God to deliver out of : andwhat can that. 7 

* ſonl do, but wait there undcr the captivity, uns - 

4 till that mighty power ariſe ? I 

| ' Anſw. It 1s true ; The Power muſt needs - 

| be very great, and the appearance of it 

 } wonderful,which delivers our of ſuch cap= ? 

: tivity : but yet the beginnings of it may” * 

| beſmall, andout of thefight of that eye, 3 
* Which looks and waits for ſo great an ape. F 
+ Ppearance. Haſt thou not light enough al- -3 
[ ready to begin thy travel out of Paby/on2... 

- Haſtthou begin thy travel? Doſt thau walk; 

; Inthe Light, which ſhinech upon thee in "14 

that dark Land, to gather and leadthee our” 7 

of it? Or wilt not thon 'begin to'come” 2 

our, till che very glory and brightneſs of”. 

$70z ſhine upon thee? If there be-butbghe”- 

| B 2 and. 
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| and power enough, to lead thee one ft 
_ out of theLand of darkneſs, and conluls. 
-on of Spirit, towards obedience to'the 
loweſt or meaneſt truth, that is ſufficient 
* for thee at preſent : and as thou art found 
| faithful here, more will ſpring in thee. But 
+ if chou ſtop here ( or at any time after 
thou haſt begun and made ſome progreſs, 
becauſe of any thing which falleth out con- 
+ Crary to thy expeCation ) then that,which 
{ſhould lead thee on and firengthen thee, 
 Ropsalſo; and thou meeteſt not with that, 
* Which 1s found & enjoyed by others in the 
-. way. becauſe thou naſfcſ} not on in it, but 
© baulkeſt thy proper path, judging ſome- 
what more necefſary towards thy begin- 
- ning or progreſs, then the Lord judgeth, 
. or yet ſeeth fic to impart to thee. Thus the 
& enemy betrayes thee, and holds thee in 
- his chains, which might be looſed and caſt 
off by little and little, didft thou fingly 
- giveup, to the little appearance of that 
> light and power which ,is able to unbind 
them, and not expe more at firſt ( or at- 
+ terwards ) then the Lord hath allotted for 
E  thy-preſent condition. And let metell thee 
- this from certain knowledge and experi- 
- ence; That thou, who haſt been high, and 
- haſt taſted much of God, but haſt abuſed |! 


It, , 


- thing by degrees, -thou muſt lie at the foot * 
- thou thinkeſt thou haſt _q5 far beyond, * 


' foreit will begin to follow him, but be glad * 


uy 


CS 
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it, and fed the wrong part with it, bothin 

thy ſeif and oth&rs : 1 hou mult bebroughe 
lower than the reſt, and for a long ſeaſon 3 
be kept lower, that the pure feed ( which 
hath deeply. been buried in thee ) may o- | 
ver-grow and fink all thy knowledge,expe-, 
riences and obſervations concerning the - 
Ecernal Life, and its way of appearance, 
which formerly thou hadſt ſome true taſte. 
of, but new holdft out of the Life. Thoa:: 
muſt come down, thou muſt become no» 3 


of the reprovings of that Light, which © 


and be glad of alittle help now and then: 
in the lowline(s and humility of thy heart, : 
wWaich muſt not chuſe what appearance and 
manifeſtation it will have from God, be» - 


of never ſo little, that the infinite Wiſe 
dom ſees good to give forth by the hand.” 
of his Mercy. .{ — 
Who ever have,begn high, and are {til}: 
waiting and expeAing in the heighes of * 
their own wiſdom and obſervations con= *? 
cerning the Kingdom, let them take heed ” 
of deſpifing the day of ſmall things,and know ,*; 
that their proper beginning ( yea the vety ; 
path of Eternal Life it ſelf ) lies in the / 
| B 3 lows. - 


(22 
Jowneſs, in the humility, even into that 
 nothingrets which bows before the leaſt 
light of the day, and with gladne(s of 

; heart enters into,and walks in it, For this 
] certainly know, the wiſe, the obſerving 

- eye, the valt comprehending heart, which 

+ waits for ſuch an extraordinary Power, 
judging it cannot begin following the 
Light,” which daily appears to check and 

- reprove, without ſome great manifeſt ap- 

- Pearance of power ;. This carinot ſee the 

* Jow little path of Life, which is proper for 
Jt to walk 1i1, and to the end whereof ic 

- mult cravel, if ever:it cometo fit down in 

- the Kingdom, or to inherit the power of 

- che endleſs Life. Pretious is the diſpenſa- 
tion of this Age, great:is the Power and 
Glory which is ariſing: ; but che wiſe and 
knowing cf.this Age, are ſhur ouc of it, as 
they have been out of the Life and Truth 
+,of the difpenſations of God in all Ages. | 
Happy is he who is not above that,\where- 
| with: God viliteth hisſoul ro redeem. it. 
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3 I Perſons who haye not travelled 
> © 4ntocthe Land of Life, want power, 
> that 18'out of doubt, The ſtate of Irae! in 
Wee it's 


- Fy 


How can they in the Wilderneſs bit want © 


for his power & ſtrerigth to appear in help= | 
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its. travels, is a ſtate of weakneſſes andwants. 
that, which is to be poſſefſed in the Holy 
Land ? Bur doſt chon want power. to begin 
the travel with ? doſt thou want what pro- 
portion of power the Lords ſees nereffary- 
for thee in thy preſent eftate ? Is there no- -: 
thing at. all diſcovered to thee which is 
contrary to God, either in thy Heart,or in * 
thy Converfation, or in thy Worſhip, : 
which thou doſt' ribt' ſo much-asftrive to 
vive up to the Lord in, waiting upon him: 


ing thee. The Lighe appears to'diſcover 
& lead ont of the darknie(s ; Now in giving _ 
vp co the Light, atid tiot doubtmg but - 
thar which calls and draws out.will give 2 
ſtrength 3 and endble to come ohe, the * 
Power: is met with inawares; © But that. * 
which ſtands gazing and looking out after | 
a. power, which it expeRs to meetwith, 
before it will ſo much as begin*to follow 
the Light; that cattnot but abide in the ? 
captivity, and miſs'of that Power whick - 
redeemeth from it. Therefore, in. 
I. Wait to feel the Light of life 4ifco- © 
vering aftid drawing from the evit : aſid . © 
let it chnſe what it ſhd} pleaſe firft to dife * 
cover and draw from. And thongh-it be -* 
: B 4 * little, - 
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little, and very 1.2 HR in thine 
* eyes, yet diſpute nor, but where the light 
- firſt begins to lead, do thou there begin to 
follow. 

Then 1a this waiting and ſubje&ing to 
'the manifeſtations of che Light, out of the ; 
- ſelE-will, ſelf-wiſdom , ſelf-knowledge, 

» felf-judgment,in the lowline(s and aba(ed- 
- neſs of the mind and-(pirit before che 
 Lord,the begerctings of life inthe light ar2 
| felt, and the renewing into his pure I- 
' Mage. | 
- _.Afterwardsthat whieh is begotten (and 
begun to be renewed in the Divine Image) 
is by degrees taught more diſftin&ly to 
-1"akl diſcern and walk in the path of 
_ Life. | | | . 
 , And after this, to that which is thus be- ; 
” gotten, and. taught. the living faith-and 
obedience( which is wrought by che migh- 
- ty Power, of God,- though running in a 
* Tow, ſecret,: hidden-way from the eye of 
- the creature) the great Power is revealed, 
- and he growsſtrongin the Power for God, 
| and againſt the enemies of his Soul;'and by 
- thisftrengeh and feeling of Gods-preſfence, 
.. chey . fall. dayly and continually before 
- him, andthen his vitory over them goes 
cn with joy. _ FED 
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But he that ſtops at firſt may grow wiſe 
and conceited, concerning *the things cf 
the Kingdom after the flelh, and may hope 
for great things at laſt ;. but by the deceit 
* of rhe ſubcilty, i is kept ofit of che hiving 
path, wherein they are co be waited for, 

reaped and enjoyed. 

Now for the encouragement of ſuch, as 
are willing.to travel on-in the weakneſs, 
yielding up their members to the preſent 
manifeſtation of the Light, and waiting . 
for the further appearance of the Power: 
It is on my heart to add a letter of a dear 
friend and brother of mine in the Truth, 


who hath beeij-a deep traveller and fel. 'Y 


low-ſufferer with me formerly, beforethis 
: help'came forth from the Throne of God, 
+ l1ince the day-ſpring from on high hath 
; vonchſafed to viſit us, and to” guide our 
#7 feetinthe way of everlaſting Peace, 
y.i4 The letter is as followeth. 


Dear friend, | = 
M Y dear and tender love ſalutes thee, in 
that love from whence I had my being, 
and from whence ſprung all my Fathers Chil> 
dren, who are born from above, Heirs of an + 
everlaſting Inherit ance. Oh ! how (ſweet and - 
pleaſant are the RO which my Father © 
clſeth 3 


2 +. Sy LIED 


TY (26) | 
cauſeth all his Sheep to feed in; there is va- | . 
riety of plenty in his Paſiures,milk, for Babes, 
and firong meat for them of riper Age, and-' 7 
Wine to refreſhthoſe, that are ready to faint, | 7 
even the Wine of the Kmgdom, that makes . 
glad the heart, when it is ready to faint, by | j; 
th 
al 
m7 
1 


reaſon of the infirmities ; Sure 1 am, none can 
be ſo weary but be takes care of them.,nor none 
fo nigh. fainting, but be puts bis arms under © 
their heads, nor none canbe (o beſet with ene- 
mies on every fide, but he will ariſe and ſcat- ; 
ter;nor none ſo heavy laden and big with young, © , 
but he takes notice of them, and gently leads _ ,., 
them,and will not leave them behind,unto the of 
mercile(s Wolf becauſe they are bis own,& his ' ho 
 tife is thepriceof their Redemption, and his | |, - 
* . bloodof their Ranſome: and if they be ſo young ? ,,, 
' that they cannot go, he carries them in his | uf 
Artts, «and wbefl they can feel nothing ſtirring © , 
after-bim, his bowels earn after them 3 ſo ten- |, ,,, 
der is this good Shepherd after all his flock, : I} 144 
can-tell;for Twas as one that once went aſtray, © y, 
and wandered upon the barren Mountains,and © ;,,, 
when Thed. wearied my ſelf with wandring, I ;,, 
went into the Wilderneſs, and there I was | ca 
.' torn as with Bryars , and pricked as with | tor 
Thorns, ſometimes thinking this was the way, 7g | 
and ſometimes concluding that was the way} yy, 
-  endbyand by concluding all was ont of the Way,$ jy; 
EG... andy 
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* | aud then bitter mourning came upon me, ana 
» | weeping for want of the interpreter ; far when 
4 : T ſought to know what the matter, and where 
» | Twas.it was too hard for me; then I thought I 
S | would venture on ſome way where it mojt was 
Y © likely to find a lojt God, and Iwouldpray with 
a them that prayed,& fait with them that fa ted, 
e | andmourn with them that mourned, if by any 
r ” means I might come torejt, but found it not, 
" - until Tcameto ſeethe candle lighted in my 
" | own houſe, and my beart ſwept from thoſe 
» + thoughts and imaginations, and willings, and 
s | runnings, and to die untothem all;not beeding . + 
e | of them,but watching againsi them, lat T ſhauld 
'S * let my mind go a whoring after them ; and 
sS + bere I dwelt for a time as in a deſolate Land 
g ' uninhabited, where I fate alone as a Sparrow 
s * upon the houſe top, and was hunted up and 
2 © down like a Partridge upon the mountains, and 
- 4 could re't no where, but ſome luſt or thought or 
# other followed me at the heels, and diſquieted 
> * me right and day, until I came to know bim 
d © inwhom wasref, and no occaſion of ſtumbling, 
I . in whom” the Devil hath no part, and bebe+ | 
ol came unto me ds: a hiding-place - from the 
h » ſtorms,& from the tempe;ts then came my eyes 
Y»4 to ſee-my Saviour, and my ſorrow to fly away, 
NF and he becante made untomeallin all, my 
Ys Wiſdont, my Righteouſneſs, and my Sandifts 2 
\ | cationy 
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cation, in whom 1 was, and am compleat, to th 
the praiſe of the 1 iches of bis Grace and good-| 
ue that endures for ever. Therefore be not ®! 
diſcouraged, Oh ! thou toſſed as with tempeſis, 
nor diſmayed in thy ſelf; becauſe thou ſeejt ſuch, f 
mighty boſts of enemies riſing up again't thee, * 5* 
andbeſetting thee on every fide, for none was ſo : 
beſet end tryed, and tempted, as the true Seed: > 
was, who was a man of (orrows.,and acquaint-. 
ed with grief, but be thou fill in thy mind," * 


and let the Billows paſs over, and Wave upon\. ©? 

by v b 
Wave, and fret not thy (elf becauſe of them,” *. 
neither be caft down, as if it ſhould never be 0-\ : 
therwiſes with thee; ſorrow comes at night, ,, 


but joyin the morning, and the days of thy: 
mourning ſhall be over, and the accuſer will! — 
God caſt out for ever; for therefore was I af-* S 
flified, and not comforted,” and tempted, and"! 
tryed,. for. this end, that T might know how" 
to ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon, unto thoſe who, 
are tempted and afflified as I once was : as it: 
was (aid unto me in that day when ſorrow lay 
heavy upon'me, therefore be not” diſconſolated, 
neither give heed unto the'reaſonings and diſ- 
putings-of thy own heart : nor the fears that: 

' riſe there from, but be firong inthe Faith, be-! 

-  levingin the Light which lets thee ſee them} |, 

and bis Grace thou wilt know to be ſufficient} $ 

” for thee, and his firength to be made perfeci im 
2 % th 
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* Some Queries to the ſtri&tand zealous Pre- 
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* thy ys and ſo wilt thou rather glory 
' in thyinfirmities, that bis power may rejt up- 
: on thee, thenin thy earneſt defires to be rid of 
: them, for by eſe things thou wilt cometo 
* live in the Life 

$ glory in Tribulation, when thou ha'it learned in 
* all conditions tobe contented, and through try- 
: als,and deep exerciſes,is the way to learn this 
! Teſſon. Theſe things in dear love to thee T have 
* written, being ſomewhat ſenſble of thy condi= 
* tion, andthe many (nares thou art dayly lya- 


' God, and Foyin God, and 


Ble unto ; therefore watch, that thon fall not 


. into temptation, and my God and Father keep 
* theeinthe Arms of eternal Love,over all into 
* the End, unto his Praiſe, Amen. , ]. Crook. 
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feſſors of this Age ( ſuch as ſtick in the. 
Letter, but are ſtrangers tothe Life and 
Power ) to provoke them to Jealoufie, 
leaſt the Heathen and open'Sinners out- 
ſtrip them, and enter into the Kingdom 
of the pure everlaſting Light before 

them, 


| Qu. x. W Hether God, fince the Fall of . 


Man from thepurity and glo- 
ry of bis State, doth truly andreally deſire the 
Saluation of all mankind; and ſo would have 


them 


| 

| 

| | 

| - 
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= beart cleave to bin, whether it can poſſib1yÞ, 


_ 
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| .* them come to the knowledye of the Truth, | 
that they might believe it, receive it, walk in 
it, and ſo obtain Salvation thereby? or whe-'! 


ther be wouid have onely ſome few of them to \ 


receive it an4be ſaved, and the reſt to periſh 2 | 


Qui. 2. If God would all men to be ſaved, 


” and to come to the knowledge of the Tritth, 
which is the means of Salvation : Then, whe-'| 
ther there is ſufficient done by God to convey} 
the knowledge of bis Truth to all men, ſo as} 
\. * they may come to the knowledge thereof,and be | 

©.» ſaved? Or, whether there is [uch a defett on \ 
Gods part, that ſome men never had ſufficient 


means to come ſo far to the knowledye of his 


Truth, as that they might come into the way | 


of Salvation thereby ? 


- Qu. 3. Though God doth pleaſe to add 


ſuperabundant means , in the riches of his 


Grace, towards. ſome more than others : as to} 


the Femes 'inder the Law, and to the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt under the Goſpel: yet whether 


there is not ſo much Light of the Spirits com- | 


municated t0 all, as if followed, might lead 


them out of the Darkneſs, and from unae; ite V 


Power of 7+ ? 

il, 44 
45 that poſſibly he may ſeek after him, 
bim, and if he do #4 him, and bis 


” _— 


Whether God be not ſo near to eve- 


an 


© 3 | 
be, but vertue ſhould 7 2 forth from God; to * . 
| draw himn out of the alienation from him., and 
out of the power of Sin, Death and Hell, . 
Qu, 5. Whether if a man feel God, and 
cleave to God, and begin to diſcern the flream- 
ings of Light from him, 'and follow the Lord 
therein : Whether God: will not accept this 
man therein? And whether his Divine Light 
let into him ( being believed in and obeyed) 
| will not purifie him from the darkne[s, unbe= 
| lief and diſobedience ? And whether God will 


on man's behalf.in tbe fleſh, he being m unity 
with, and in ſubjefion to the Light and Power 
whereby it was wrought ( wherein is the. fel- 
lowſhip with the blood,& wherein alone it waſh- 
eth from the fin ) though as to outward know- 
ledge of wkat was outwardly done, the man 
may poſſibly be.ienorant ? And ([eeing it is not 
abſolutely neceſſary towards the involving 'in 
the guilt of Adams fin, the outward-knowing 
what Adam did; but the proceeding from,and 
being found inthe ſame ſpirit and nature doth: 
ry W fficiently convey tt: So whether being gatber<. 

hed into,& found in Chrifts ſpirit ,cven in Faith, 
_PObedience, and Subjetiion tothe Light thereof 
a the heart ; whether this is not al(s (dfficient . 


$bether God will fail to inipute it to that 
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not impute to this man what Chriſt performed * - 


1,40 convey the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ? And, + | 


 # v9 


* will rend his confidencefrom- him, 1n 


to every heart with bis Eternal Light, which 


be can eafily convey to any beart, whoſe eat is." 


.,. Qu. 6. Whether True Religion, Spiritual 
Worſhip, and the Salvation of the Soul, do not © 
depend upon the Spirit of the Lord,who is near. Þ 


opened to bearken to his breathings and dray =: 


ings ? So that it is eaſie to the Lord to ſave, 
 anyof the Sons of men,even in the darkeſt and. 
remotes corners of theearth : and he can caſt 


off thoſe who ſeem bighejt in zeal, and moii 


fiowriſping unaer any outward means of Sal-. 


vation. 


Oh wonderfully infinite is the Lord!- 
who ſhall bound his Spirit? Happy. 1s he: 


that ſearech before him,&in his fear learn- 


th ec depart from iniquity, and walk in 


the good Path that his Spirit teacheth. He 


15 near to God, and ſhall taſt of the good: 


things, and ſhall not be reje&ed for want 
of.outward knowledge; but what ever was 


* done for loft man, he that is found in the 


light of Life ( and in the obedience to the' 
ſpirit of Life ) (hajl reap the benefit of 
But he that boaſts in his knowledae of 
theſe things, and of his Faith in Chrilt J& 
ſus; yet not being found in the true, living 
eternal light of the Spirit { but an enem 

to it, and ignorant of it) the'Lord wil 


day that he is notawateof. , - Gl 


Glorious was the diſpenſation of the 
| Law, and great was the advantage to the 
r.* Jews chereby above the Gentiles. Yer +» 

h chey miſling the Spirit and Life.of it, (and 
s: growing Wile in their own appretenfions 
'=* andinterpretations about ir ) fell heneath 
ve; the Gentiles, becoming greater ſtrangers 
nds to the power and wiſdom of God, and 
aſt. harder to be reached and brought in un- 
off. der the ſubjeftion of the Goſpel, More 
a-: glorious was the diſpenſation of the Gof- 
pel to the Chriſtians,and much greater was 
their advantage, tnan that of the Jews. 
te; Bur an Apoſtacy coming, and they looking 
tae true power and Spirit, and growing 
IM wiſe by a litteral knowledge of ſome of 
fe. the things of God in the earthly part, and 
0d" forming interpretations of Scriptures,and 
al” entiing into praftices in that wiſdom,they 
are now become at as great a diſtance, 
tt from this powerful viſitation of God, by 
his Spirit ( which raiſeth the Seed, and 
ſpringeth up freſhly in the hearts of thoſe, 
+ whom the Lord our God doth call out, of 
'J% their fenced Cities, and allure into the 
& Wilderneſs) as the Jews were at, from that 
appear2vee before the Apoſtacy : and in as 
great dagger: are the Children of the 
King be caſt out now, as then. Oh 
GC that 


34 
that my God would pleaſe to open the ear} 
of ſome tender and upright-hearted a- 
mong them to hear this teſtimony, that 
they 'might no longer ſtumble at that, 
which alone is able to lead them to God, 
and to make them happy in God. 7 
;* Is thereany uniting with God,or enjoy- 

ing of God, but by his Spirit? Is there a-' 
ny receiving of Gods Spirit, but within in 
the heart? Doth he not appear there by his, 
light, and in his Power? What if God 
pleaſe to give forth a meaſure of his Eter- 
nal light in the heart of his choſen, to open 
that co them which they could never ſee 
before, & tobring them into a nearer uni- 
ty with him chan ever they knew before? 
may he not do it? Nay, is not ſuch a thing 
neediu! ro help out of the deep & intricate 
Apoſftacy ( wherein have been ſo many 
twiſtings and twinings of the ſubtil Ser- 
pent, about every ftep or appearance of 
Reformation ) and to gather the wandring* 
ſheep, who were ſcattered up and down, 
and forely diſtreſſed, for want of the 
Tongue of the Learned to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to their eſtates and conditions? 
Have not every ſort bent the Scriptures, nf ., 
the Reaſonings of their own Minds, and} ,+ 
made them ſpeak according, tothe; 


— — A— tac ttc - res 


Q © 


Ls 
- 


$"oufis: 5; 


' pleaſure in his loweſt Appearance. The 
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hearts Luſts? And 22 every one wile irj 
his own Eyes,and.ſtrong in his own Tower 
and fenced City ? Surely there was great , 
need of an appearance of the Lord to ſhue 
out the wiſdem of Man, and to help the 
Poor, the needy, the Fatherleſs, the weak 
Panting-Babes. And blefſed be the Lord 
God, who hath appeared ; and bleſſed are 
thoſe who have (cen his Light, and bowed. 
at the feer of his living appearance, and 
felt the Vertue of his ſaving Arm, ſcatter- 
ing their luſts and corrnptions, yea, alſo 
railing up and bringing forth his pure ſeed 
mn the freſh Power, Dominion, and Aurho» 
rity of his perfe& Life, which reigneth in 
the hearts which the Lord hath Regene- 
rated and San&rfied for evermore. 

O my Friends,my Friends, that that eye: 
might be once blinded in you, which hin- 


. ders your fight of God, and the eye open- 


ed which beholds his glory, and alſo taketh 


Babe alone hath the Myſteries of the King-©* 
dom revealed to him ( the Wiſe and Prudent, 


; areexcluded: the birth after the fleſh-in 


every one muſt be famiſhed and deſtroyed) 


| and he alone can ſee in the Eternal Light, 


this Diſpenſation of the everlafling Goſpel 
after the Apoſtacy, which the Lord hiderh 
| C-2 from 


| 
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from thoſe, who are wiſe in the Letter of - 


the former diſpenſation of the ſame Gol- 


el;but cannot read it as it was given forth 


- inthe Spirit then, nor as it is now again 
held forth in the fame Spirit and Power. 
O my Friends, This is the Truth to you, 
(wait on the Lord that ye may underſtand 
- it from him ) Tour right eye muff be put out 
(which will never ceaſe offending you,and 
cauſing you to ſtumble, ſo long as 1t 18 able 
to ſee ) and all your knowledge which ye hold 
- out of the Life, become as droſs and dung to 
you, if ever ye taſte and come to enjoy the Ex- 
cellency and Glory of this Appearance of God 


\ ihhis Eternal Spirit who bath deſcendedfrom - 
on bigh into the hearts of his choſen,to prepare 


them for his Spiritual Temple, that be may 
dwell in them.,-and they in him. And he will 
dwell in thetn,, and they ſhall dwell in bim, to 
the full defight and fatisfation of their hearts, 


& to the confufion of all thoſe, who remain de- | 


ſpiſing and reproaching this bis Glorious Ap- 


pearance, and bis people in whom he bath \ 


ared. The day is not far off, wherein 
this will be made manifeſt, wherein great 


bitterneſs and anguiſh of ſpirit will befall } 


thoſe, who can only ſeethe Glory afar off, 
but cannot Inhericit, being found in that 
nature and ſpirit which is ſeparated from 
. It, andeternally ſhut out of it. 
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Some DIRECTIONS tothePANT- | 
ING-SOUL. which hath been ws 
Travelling in the Letter, but hat 


not yet been acquainted withthe' 
Power, C*c. 


Matth. 11. 28, 29, 30. | 
Come unto me all ye that labour and are hed- + 
vy laden, and 1 will give you ret. Take my © 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find 
reſt unto your ſouls. For my yoke is eafie, 
and my burgen is light. | 


Some [weet Meditations ſprang in my heart, 
concerning this portion of Seripture, with 
breathings of ſpirit for , and rowlings of 
bowels towards thoſe that labour and are © 
heavy laden , which I find drawings to 
communicate. 


1. FN the Goſpel (which is the power of : 
-L God unto Salvation) is the Souls 
re. It is the Do&rine of the Kingdom, - 
wherein 1s Life, Joy, Peace, andeverlaft- | 
ing reſt to the Soul in God: The Law had 
the ſhaddow of the good things to come, 
« C3 but 
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but under it was not the ) fon of the 
good things themle}ves,but only a labour- ' þ 

-Ingaiter them, and a mourning and load 
becauſe of the wanc of them : but in the, | 
Goſpel is the Subſtance, the Enjoyment; * i 
Life and Immarealicy is there brought to + x 
Light; and an entrance miniſtred into the © | 
everlaſting Kingdom, where they are felt, + « 
poſſeſſed and enjoyed. The kingdom of j 
Heaven is at hand, faich the fore-runner: 7; 
Ir 1s come, "Faith the Meſſiah : and'init ij 

there'is righteouſneſs, and. peace, and'}Joy , a 

k 
c 
[ 
y 
C 
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in che pure Spirit of Life. 
' - 2, It iftbe will of the King of Saints, that \ 
his People "Should enjoy the Rejt and Peace of 
his Goſpel. He would not have them: al-. 
wayes labouring and: heavy laden ,- as 
under the. Law : but he”. would... have; 
their Souls feel - and enjoy the Eaſe, 
the Liberty, the Sweetne(s,the pure Pow- 
er andeternal Reſt of his life. The-Spi-. t 
 rit of the Lord was upon him to preach 1 
glad Tidings to the Meek, liberty to the n 
Caprives, life to the Dead, the opening. f 
. ofche Priſon eache priſ6ner of Hope,. the; C 
binding up of xhe broken-hearted, the # f 
ouring in of Oyl upon -the Wounded: , 
- Ahdihe would have the ſouls of his People 
; amoy that a he came to bring them. 
- 3- Chrif, 
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3. Chriſt hath plainly. chalked out the 
fath of his rejt to every wexry panting ſoul, 
which he that walketh in cannot miſs of. fe 
1e þ hath caſftup, caſt up, he hath made the plain 
tz intheGolpel, fo plain that the wayfaring 
to | man, thouga a fool, yet keeping to the 
he * light of the Goſpel, cannot erre therein, 
t, + or miſ5of the bleſſed reſt thereof, How . 
of is1t? Why, come unto me; Take my yoke 
r: upon you, andlearn of me. He that walketh 
n in this path, cannor miſs of it : Thereft is: 
oy , atthe end of 'it, nay the reſt is init: He. 
that believeth entereth into the reft. The 
at | true Faith, the Faith which ſtands in the 
of Power, and which is given to the birth. 
al- which 1s born from above, is the ſubſtance 
as, of the reſt hoped for, and there isa true 
ve; taſte and ſome enjoyment of it given to 
ſe, him that truly believeti. 
W- 4. The reft was once felt and enjoyed, when 
pi- the Goſpel was known in Power. Believers 
.ch in the firſt day of the Goſpe], before the 
che night overtook that glorious diſpenſation, 
ng: found Peace and Foy in believing, yea they 


-he; could Rejoyce in the Lord alwayes. They 
he: feit the Power and the Life, which ſtood. *; 


4:1 over all the powers of darkneſs, and- 


ple} brought.good to them out of every affli&i-. - 
, 3 On, and out of every temptation, and our _ 


LL. 
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of every diſtreſs ; ſo that they ſtanding in.7 . 
the life, and in the power which had quick- 
ned them,and was preſet with them,they | 
conld count it all joy when they fell into mas | 
nifold Temptations, knowing the advantage 
which would accrue to them thereby, and 
Polleſling their ſouls in the pure patience, | 
till God wrought it ot for them. They _ 
had an Enterance miniired to them into ths © 
everlaſting Kingdom : They received the King- 
dom which could not be ſhaken, andin it had 
fellowſpip with the Father, and with the Son, 
and in the eternal Light the blood ran in their 
ueſſels, which cleanſed them, and kept them 
pure; and they ſat down with Chriit in the 
heavenly places, even every one in the parti- 
cular manſion which God hath þuilt in them 
by bis Spirit. The fear of tbe living God was. 
- » pat in their hearts, The Spirit of the Lord 
wes within them ,* and there his Law was 
, writ, andread inthe Spirit, and the Treas\ 
ſures pl his Kingdom were opened by the 
key of David inthe hand of the Spirit ; and 
their. (ouls had true [atisfaftion and re} in 
meaſure, and were travelling on towards the. 
fulneſs. ; 
5. There isnoreſt totke ſoul, tobe enjoyed} 
in the Goſpel, from under the Yoke. This 
ſtands Eternally. That which yokes dovy 
| ; 
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: che lame ching which is the liberty, isthe /? 


Al 


 .that- which Dy be at eaſe and hberty 


out of the Life, that is the fauls rrue reſt, 
there 15 no other 3; and under tne yoke io - 
is enjoyed, and not otherwayes: Only, 
when that which is to be yoked dawn, is _*; 
conlumed and deſtroyed, it is then no-}/: 
longer a yoke, but perfect liberty, But ? 


yoke : Andunder the yoke, the {weernets, 

the eaſe, the lightſomnefks, the lafe poſletliy 
on of-che life is enjoyed. 'Mark this there- 
fore diligently 3 The yoke is not one thing, 
and the liberty another, but one and the : 
ſame. The Power of God, the life ever- 
laſting, the pure light, the divine Nature 
1s a yoke to the cranſgreſling Nature 3 but 
it. i5 the eaſe, the pleafure, the reſt, the 
peace, che joy, the natural center of char 
which is born. of God. 

Now to the ſoul that hath fe't breath» _ 
ings towards the Lord formerly, andin : 
whom there are yet any true breathings )* 
left aſter his living preſeuce, and after the | 
feeling of his eter [nal vertue in the heare, :: 
| have this to iay: Where art thou? art 
thou in thy ſouls reft ? doſt thou feel the vere 
te and power of the Go) 'pel. ? Doft thou feel 
the eaſe which-comes from the living Arm, te 
the beart which is joyned to it in the light 2 
TE. -; 


- 


, off his own Spirit. 


good degree at an end ? And dot thou feel the 
Fe and power flowing in upon thee from the 
ee Fountain ? Is the load really taken of 


E from thy back? Doſt thou find the captive re- | 
« deemedand ſet Jeu fromthe Poper of fin, and 
& the captivity broken, and he which led thee 


captive from the Liſe, and from the eternal 
Power, now led captiv#by the Life,and by the 
redeeming Power, which is eternal ? Hat thou 
ound th1s.0r hajt thou miſſed of it ? Let thine 
eert anſwer. Ah, do not imagine and talk 
away. the reſt and ſalvation of thy foul. 
The Goſpel-ſtate is a ſtate of ſubſtance, a 


ſtate of enjoying the Life, a ſtate of feel- | 


ig the preſence and power of the Lord in 
his pure holy Spirit, a ſtate of binding up, 


a ſtate of healing, a ſtate of knowing the ' 
Lord, and walking with him in the light * 
It begins in a ſweet | 

powerful touch of life, and there is ay 
growth in the life ( in the Power, in the * 


divine Vertne, in the Reſt, Peace, and 
ſatisfa&ion of the Soul in God) to be ad- 


miniſtreg and waiced for daily. Now art , 
thou here, in the living Power, in the dt- } 


vine Life, joynedto the ſpring of life, draw- 
ing water of life, out of the Well of life 
with joy ? Or, art thou dry, dead,barren, 


ſaplels, 


42) 
the Goſpel ? Is thy Iabouring for life in 4 


F ment deeply after him ) Oh conſider what 


ſapleſs, or at beſt but unſatisfied!y mourn- 

ing afrer what thou wanteſt ? 
Well, ye that are dry, dead, barren, as 

it were without the living God,(that know 


" nict the ſhining of his Sun, nor the de- 


{cending of his dews from on high on his 
tender plants, nor the care, diligence and 
circumſ{pe&tion of the husbandman over 
his husbandry. ) Oh wait for the quick- 
ning vertue, for the vilitations of the day- 
ſpring from on high,that ye may be quick» 
ned again to God, that ye may find his 
life vihcing you, his ſpirit breathing upcn 
5 ou, that the ſeed of Facob may be raid. 


- 1n you, to travel out of chis barren ftate, 


even out of this land of darknelſs,and from 
under the ſhadow of Death, to the land 
where hfe lives and flouriſhes, and daily 


2 diſtributech plentiful nouriſhment and re- 
> freſhment to all its oft-(pring, who are 
, taught to wait for it, and to feed on it in 
* the holy place, our bf the fight of che eye 


of tae fleſhly wiſdom. 
And ye who are ſtill gaſping ater the li- 


. ving God, on whom the breathings of 
> ife ſtill abide, ( who remain unſatisfied 


inwardly, for want of the preſence of -the 
Lord, and whoſe hearts ſtill mourn and la- 


15 
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js the matter, that ye have mourned k . 
long, and ſought tc long, and yet to thiy F 
day are at a diſtance trom the thing | 9 
have mourned and ſought after. £ 
Strait is the gate, narrow is the way thaj> ,, 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be that fins , 
it. The way of uubelief is broad, yea the , 
way of miſchief is broad alſo. It is eaſe y, 
for a man ſo to believe concerning Chriſt* , 
or in Chriſt ( as his heart may call it ) a p 
tegmils of the nature of the true Faich,an( o 
of the ſweet and bleſſed effe&s which ac 
company it. It is calie likewiſe to mils the! þ 
the yoke ( totake up a wrong yoke in tht þ 
ſelf-will, ſelf-wiſdom , ſelf-interpretation; a 
of Scriptures ) or eaſie ſtarting aſide fron” v 
the true yoke : bur it 15 hard coming un” w 
der the yoke of che life, and hard abiding d 
under it. Again, it is eafte miſclearning? n 
A man may (o read, and ſo hear, as that 
he may be alwaies learning, and neve: 9 
come tothe knowledge of the Truch,neve; b 
come to the Truth as it is received ant þ 
held in Jeſus; but may fo get and hold he t 
knowledge of the Truth, as man in his. C 
wiſdom may get and hold it from the Let# k 
ter. Andifa man thus mi(s the way, how t: 
can he attain the end ? If a man begin nd p 
in the true Faith, in the living Faith, hot $ 
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I & can he attain theReſt which the trueFaith 
thi” alone leads to ? If a man mils of the yoke, 
' JE or abide not conſtanely nnder the yoke, 
> how can he meet with the true eaſe and 
tba” reſt which is in it, and which it alone can 
fin adminiſter ? If a man learn not the Truth 
ti aright of the true Teacher, how cart he e«. 
all yer reap the effe&s of the true knowledge? 
rift ah poor hearts! it 15 not enough to have 
) 4 breathings afrer God, nor to be very dili- 
ant” gent and induſtrious either jn outward | 
aG Ordinances, or 11Wa rd exerciſes of Spirit, 
thi but the way of the Goſpel mult be caft up 
the” by God, and the Soul led into it by him, 
til and daily preſerved by him: and mt 
ron” walk in the path which is proper for itto 
un walk in, -or it may mourn and cry all its 
ling dayes, #nd never meet with that injoy» 
ngz ment of God, and fatisfation in God, 
that which it waits for, and cries after. It is * 
eve: one thing to mourn after a Goſpel-ftate, 
eve; but another thing to be brought mto' it 
ant by the Power. With my heart I own thoſe 
| thi” that mourn after, and feel che wane of 
his God, where-cver they are : But this 1 
Lets know certainly, that they can never come 
hol ro the enjoyment of him, bur m chat living 
nd path which the Scriptures teſtifie of to be 
hog in him whois the Life, and'which his Spi= | 
of © - Tit 
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rit is now found manifeſtly leading intg, 


blefſed be his Name. 


Q reſt. But how may my poor ſoul, wh' 


have long mourned, and groaned, and ben 


fick of love after my Beloved, but could neve. 
attain to the ſatifaSiory enjoyment of hin; 
come to walk in this path, that ſo Imay meg. 
with, and lie down in that Power of Life anls 
Salvation, which the Goſpel holds forth toth 


true believer, and which I have been lon 
ſenſible of the deep want of ? 


: Anſw. Thou that wouldſt enjoy thy Pe 


loved, and feel the Reſt of his Goſpel, ani 


walk in that Path which leads thereto, 
, waic to learn of the Spirit theſe ching. 


following. | 
I.. Know what it is that is to walkin th 


path of Life, and indeed is alone capable q. 


walking therein. It is that which groan 
that which mourns, that which is begot: 
ten of God in thee. The Path of Life 


forthe Seed of Life. The true knowledg:: 
of the Way, wit! the walking in the Way, 
21s reſerved for God's Child, for God"; 
Traveller.. Therefore keep in the Regenes 
ration, keep in the Birth. Be no more than? 


God hath made thee. Give Over. thing 
+ OWN willing, c1ve over thy own running 
- give over thine own deſiting to knoyy, of 
a) 
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tobe any thing, and fink down to the Seed 
which God ſowes.in the heart, and let 
oh; that grow in thee, and be inthee, and 
breath in thee, and at in thee; and thou 


ky ſhale find by ſweet experience that the 
in. Lord knows that, and loves and owns that, 
eg and will lead it tothe inheritance of Life, 
al which is its Portion. An4 as thou-takeſt up 
th, C©be Crolsto thy ſelf, and (uftereſt chat to 
on overſpread and become a yoke over thee, 


thou ſhalt become renewed, and enjoy 
Pe _ and the Everlaſting Inhericance in 
that. 
2. Know in what Light it is to walk, which 
15 the Light of the Spirit, Thereche Child 
| 15 begotten ( not in Satan's Darkneſs, or 
1, higheſt Transformings into the likenels of - 
ed Light, - which is but Darknels ; nor inthe 


ledge or comprehenfion) and there ir 

walks: in that Light it fetcheth every ſtep 
; and motion towards the Land of Life. 
* Therefore hold no knowledge out of the - 
d;- Spirit. If any knowledge concerning the 
things of God be held out of the freſhneſs 
of the Spirit, it preſenrly proves dead and 
| unprofitable. , The Spiricual Iſrae/ cannot 
q Crave] without a Spiritual Light, which 
Light is Eternal & incomprehenſible, and 
cannot 


light of man's wiſdom, ſearching Know-  * 


* kcanhoetbetheld by man's ſpirit, But ſhinech 

+ Herſh ints the renewed Spirit-every day, 
and ſo-a9 dayly gathering it more *and 
TmMoremwards into itfelf, comprehending 
Stin* ſelf, and-preſerving ic in its own 
Puricy, Clearneis and Brightneſs. - Oh! 
this is it hath undone many, even catch» 
ing at Lizhe from the Spirit, tranſplanting 
-- the Image of Divine things into the 
+ © Farthly Principle, and there holding of 
- them inthe Farthily part, growing wiſe 
by them there, and making -uſe of them 
from thence as man ſees good, and not ſee: 
ing a neceſſity of depending onthe Spiric 
for freſh Light and Life everyday, to e- 
very ſpiritual motion. Thus the travelet 
- ſooncomes to loſe thetrue path, and-in- 
- - Head thereof travels on in a Road of his 
own wiſdoms forming : and -ſo thongh he 
ſeems co himſelf to make a large Progrets, 
yet makes notrue Progrels at all, but 1s 
exceedingly run ont aſide in a by-way, all 
which grommd he muſt traverle back again, 
ere he can come to the Truth of his for« 
mer State, or-proceed in thetrue-travel. ' 
3. Know and keep to the Power, which as 
lone:began any true work in the heart, 
which alone: alſo can preſerve it, * and 
which alone can carry it on. Chriſt-was 
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made a Prieſt, not 9 the Law of 4 Cariial 
commandment , but after the Power of ah 
endlb(s lifes and every facrificer under him 
(which every true Believer is) is'ſo made 
by the ſame Power. | The Powers of Dark= 
neſs are continually athand, which nothing 
can ftand its ground againſt (munch leſs 
walk on fafely) without being in that Po- 
wer whith is above them. The firſt com- 
ing to'Cnrift muſt be in the Power of the 
Fathers drawing : and no believing/af- 
terwards is-of thetrue' nature, nor will a- 
vail che foul in its progrels and travels to- 
wards Life, but what abidesin, and goes 
forth 11the ſame Power, So the taking up 
the yoke and drawing in it, muſt be by the, 
Power of the new' Life. And ſo muſt the 
diſeiplesFearning be. As the Maſter teach- 
eth in the Power of the Spirit, the things 
which alone can be ſeen with the new eye; 
heard with the new ear, and received in- 
to the new heart : (o the Scholar muſt learn 
and receive his Leflons of Life in the fame 
Power. Let'any Diſciple of Chrift befrom 
under the ſhadow of the Power, believe out 
6f the Power, walk our of the Power, a& 
out of the Power 3; he 1s from that wherein 
his life ſtands, 'and wherein alone is his 
preſervation, and ah, how liable'is he then 

ro_. 


Ye 


the enemy. -*- + + 0 
4+ Watch againft the ſelfiſp Wiſdom, in 

_ every ſtepof thy growth, and in every 1piy | 
ritual motion, thatchat come not between 
thee and thy Life; that that deceive thee, 


not with a likeneſs, a ſhadow, makang. it 


o 


ſubſtance. Every ſtep of thy way it will bg 
laying baits forthee, andir is eaſe for de- 
ceitto enter thee at any time, and for that 
wiſdom to get up in thee under an appear- 
ance of Spiritual wiſdom, unleſs the Lord 
tenderly and wouny preſerve thee ; 
and if it prevail, it will lead thee from the 
path of the true wiſdom ; It will cozen thee 
withe falſe faith inſtead of the true faith, 
with falſe praying. inſtead of the. breath- 
ings of the true child, with diligence and 
zeal 1n thy falſe way, inſtead of the true 
zeal and diligence ; yea, it will hurry thee 
on inthe 9 of error, {ſhutting that eye 
in thee which ſhould ſee, and. hardening 
thy heart 2 bolom-friend. And 
being thus dece1 thou maiſt be as zea- 
Ious in thy age and generation againſt the 
Truth, as the Jews were in theirs: and: 
as certainly as they put Chriſt ro death, 
and perſecuted his Apoſtles, though they 


-to falls; bruiſes, ſnares and temptations G#1 


appear more pleaſing tothy eye than the | 


cried]. 
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'Vried up the former Prophets; So.certain» 


; ly doi (under chis decent) canſt not but 


a |. a: againf}. che preſent diſpeniation and 
ha afprariice of Chriſt's Spirit, and wouldit 
n | pexſetuce. either the Prophets, Apoſiles or 
ec , Oh hagſelf,. were it cheir preſent day 
it | now(o'to appear as formerly they did. 

e | * + Let ngthing judge in thee (concerning 


E 


It 
". 
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thine (Gwn heart,. or concerning others, or 
concerning any, way or truth of God) but 
only the hepptten of God mn the heart. Lec 
" the Light 11 which thou art begotten to 
God, and which ſhines upon' his begotten, 


3 | beche onely Judge in thee, and then thou 


canſt not erre in Judgement. Be not haſty, 
be not forward in Judgement, keep back 
tothe Life, ſtill waztiag for the appearance 
and openings of the Life. A few ſteps 
fetched in the Life and-Power of God are 
much ſafer and ſweeter than an haſty pro- 
2refcan the haſty forward ſpirit. 

Indeed this is the true Religion, to feel 
God beginning-the work, and to wait on 
bim for his carrying it on, The feeling 
of Gods Spirit beginning ſomewhat in the 
heart, the hearts waiting-on him for more 


4 of his Spirit, and walking on with him in 
{his Spirit, as he pleaſeth-co quicken, lead, 
yl draw and ſtrengthen, chis-is the Spiricual 
, | D 2 


and 


| _ 2” A 

and true Religion : and there is no Duty | 
or Ordinance of the Goſpet out of the$pi:  !e 
rit, but it is eafie crying up, andobfervitig 
the likeneſs ofany-of them out of rhe Spt 
rit, into which obſervance a ftracigeTpirit | up 
eafily enters, and then that which-Was'6f| fre 
Godin the heart, ſoon withers, -anda)gon-'| Wa 
trary building is raiſed,” and' 'theffate* of} CEr 
the heart changed.” Oh wait on 'theLord, kn 
that he may give you to underſtand 'theſe} me 
things: for the Apoftacy from Got is ve- 
ry deep, and more provoking among the tha 
Proteſtants than among the Papiſts, yea| tie 
moſt bf all provoking, whereit is moſt in» Anc 
ward and Spiritual. tho 

Queſt. But how mayT know and keep to} Yu 
the begotten of God, and to the Light and Po-| £10 
wer of the Lord, and keep- down the fleſhlyy*1en 
wiſdom and comprehenſion concerning the 285 
things of God? hum 

Anſw. When God begets life in thef 1ho 
hearr, there is the ſavour of it'in-thy veſ-J<ove 
ſel, and a fecretliving'warmth and'verrue;Þt 
which the heart in fome meaſure feels,}*** 
whereby it is known. Lye low in the fearf2 © 
of the moſt high, that this leaven may growF,< « 
and increaſe in thee. This is the leaven off<? 1 
the Kingdom, this is it which muſt chang Ink 


thy heart and nature, and make thy v eaſo1 
ſeffter 


o 


(:53_) 
ſel (which perhaps hath been long and 
much corrupted)he to receive the treaſure 
ofthe Kingdom. Now while the favour is 
upon thee, while the vertue of the Life is 
freſh-in thee; thou findeſt ſome ſtrength to-= 
wards God, with ſome little taſte and diſ- 
 cerning of the things of his Kingdom: 
know thy weaknels,and go not beyond thy 
| mealure, but in what thou haſt received 
bow before the Fulne(s, worſhip God in 
that, and be patient. in what he exerciſes 
thee withal, waiting for more from him. 
And when thenight comes upon thee, and 
thou perhaps art ata loſs, mifling the ſa- 
your and preſence of the Life, and not 
;.j knowing how to come by it again ; Be pa= |. 
h tient and flill and thou wilt find breath- 
$ings after a freſh viſitation, and a meek, 
humble, broken ſpirit before the Lord- 
Thou wilt ſee thou canſt do nothing to re- 
ſ.{cover his preſence again, nay thou canft 
e4not ſo much as wait for him, or breath af- 
1s{&r him without his help : but he is nigh 
,arf2 the poor, nigh co the broken, nigh to 
pe diſtreſſed, nigh to the helpleſs. Oh 
 off60 Not with thy fleſhly cryes and roarings 
oennk to awaken thy Beloved before his 
=(Fealon ; but in the night cf diſtreſs, - feel 
(dpfter ſomewhat which may quiet and ſtay 
: D 3 _ 
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bd 


_ - Shepherds voice, and to diſtinguiſh thi wie 


"IB ..--:c} 
thy heart till the next ſpririgitng of the 
day. The Sun will arife, which will ſcatter | , 
_ theclonds; and he is near thee who will 
give thee to hope that thou ſhalt yet ſee} < 
God, and find again the quickenings and F 
leadings of his Spirit. And in the day off ; 
his Power thou wile find ftrengeh to walk F 
with him : yea in the day of thy weaknefsf -. 
his grace will be ſufficient for thee. And he 
will nurture thee up in his life by his pure 
ſpirit, caufing thee to grow under h1s ſha- 
dow : and he will be teaching thee to live, 
and to ſpeak, and to move and at from th 
the Principle and within the compals c =, 
his Life and Light eternal. Only be not} ,_ 
wiſe to catch the notions of things into theſ 
earthly part, where the moth can corrup 
and where the thief can break through and] + 
ſteal : but know the divine treaſury, where th - 


all the things of Life are treaſured up by ; 

the Spirit, and handed forth to the living 
Child with freſh Life, accotding to it thi 
need of them. And thus thy heart bein! ho 
kept cloſe to God, and thy Spiritual ſenq _- 3 
ces continyally exerciſed about the thing wh 

of God, it will be eafie to thee to know tht 7" 


ſound of the Spirit in .chine own hea 
| - Atl 


; ' 


' And that which tries {pirits and motions 


in thine own heart, wilfalfo give thee the 
diſcerning of Truth and Error abroad, e=, 
ven of the Spirit of God, and the ſpirit of 
Satan in others, fo that thou wilt be able 
| fo try not only words, but Spirits, becom- 
ing acquainted with the Anointing, which 
| favours all things and will give thee to 
judge, not by the Words but by the Po- 


wer : For thou thy (elf being in _ the Po- 
wer, in the Anointing, in the Savour, it 
will become natural to thee tofeel,to taſte, 
to know and unite with what is one with 
thy Life, what comes from the fame ſpirit 
in others, and to turn from the contrary. 
And thus thy Life, thy Growth, thy Path 
will be ſweet, ſafe, clear, certain, demon- 
ſtrative in the Spirit,and palt all reaſonings 
of fleſh and blood, either in thy (elf or o- 


"1 thers. The beginning of Life Eternal is 


in an higher Principle, than man can come 


5 at. Man's wiſdom and kriowledge of the 


things of God, is buc bruitith before it. As 


1 thou comeſt into that Principle, abideſt 


and growefſt in that Principle, thou art be- 


1 yond marr's judgement, and art able to 
| jadge man, and fathom his whole courſeas 
| wich a ſpan, but art quite out of his reach 


D 4 in 


comprehended in the Life. 


Iſaac Penimgton . 


* The Younger, 
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Sonic Dneſtions and Anſwers (hew- 
ing Man his Duty, &-c. 


The PREFACE. 


He goodneſs. of God endureth for ever. 
And though bis creature Man (wbo 
ſhould have been ſubje# and obedient to him) 
bath fined againſt him, and by motions and 
inclinationgof his own will and wiſdom (out of 
the Principle of his pure Life, which was to 
bave been bis Guide and Governour) bath fals 
ten ſhort of bis glory : Tet be flill pleaſeth to 
viſit bis poor loſt creature with loving-kindneſs 
and mercy, and with various diſpenſations of 
Þis life, according to þis pleaſure. What man 


j b | 
in the loweſl of ghy motions, thoughts 'or | 
ations, ].mean ſuch as flow from and are | 
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(57) oe” 
is there. that hath not received a ſoul from the 
breath of the Almighty ? And what (oul is it, 
that bath not (ome viſttations of life 
that Irving breath? The bowels of Eterntty 
mot natura.y rowle towards all its off-ſpring, 
who ſeeketh the gathering of them all in the 
variety, and according to the limitations 'of 
bis Will, in bis pure Wiſdom. | 
 Thereis a Current or Stream of Life before 
the Promiſe is known, which ſecretly viſits all, 
diſcovering the darkneſs in ſome meaſure unto 
all, and drawing from it. And kappy is be, 
who falls in with, and follows the leadings of 
the 4lmighty here : for then he cannot abi 
in the darkneſs, but ( fill according to the need 
of þis condition) will meet with a true guide 
out of it, and with the true Power which re- 
deemeth and delivereth from it. For" as the 
promiſe q 9" Adam, had lation toall bis _ 
oſterity : Jo whoever Is viſited with any Light 
by rin of the Promiſe, that Light ET } 
bim to the promiſe, and be (in the obedience 
thereof ) will meet with the ſweetneſs and 
virtue of the promiſe. $0 that the loweſt diſ-- 
penſation of God (the Creature being-exerci= ' 
ſed therein, feeling the want of God's Power 
and drawn to depend upon him for mercy and 
firength ) will lead fallen man back again to 
his Maker, by the virtue which flows into man 


from . * 


| 
| 
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ant the proniſe, though never ſo ſecretly and | 
Yirrg For it is not the diftind knowledge of | 


the promiſe (though that is a very great ad- 
vantage) but the virtue flowing from the pro- 
miſe, which (aves. Man. being touched by 


that virtue, and by the touch thereof Lo" 1 
ed towards God, and in that virtue which | 


comes from the redeeming mercy, cleaving to 
bis Maker, and hoping in bis tender bowels, 
and feeling the weakneſs, inſufficiency and cor- 
ruyption of his own will and underſtanding,and 
fo going forth from himſelf towards the Spring 
which quickened him : Here is Chriſt known 
in ſpirit, received in ſpirit, believed and re- 


lied on in ſpirit, and his lwving virtue already | 
felt andfurther waited for. And can this man, | 


thus walkiug, thus believing , thus obeying, 
thus cleaving tothe Principle which'gives btfo, 
thus receiving virtue from” it, and growing tp 


ſay, Can this man miſs of eternal life which 
runs along in all the ffreamings forth of this 
living virtue ? 


But O how ſweet is the fiream of life inthe 


ſenſible manifeſtation of the promiſe ! He who 


n that virtue) out of the ſelf-hood intoit, I: 


4 


i 


—_— 


feels the Covenant in Chriſt, and life fiream- 
ng into bis beart through the Covenant ; and 
the ſeal of Eternal Peace to his ſoul, and that 
he ſhall ever be left nor forſaken by the Foun- 
IS k 


al | . 
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| bee is a preeious Iate indeed; and this is the 


Sy (59) | 
tain of Mercy, but all that ever befals hint, 
ſhall conduce towards the working out of the 
edt redemption and faluatiori of bis fout: 


lates \ which the feeling of the faith," and the 
living obedience in the ſptrit leads to. Happ 
are they that walk in the path thereof, who 
content not themſelves with man's knowledge 
of Chriſt, with man's belief of the things writ- 
ten concerning him, with man's obedience to 
the Precepts left on Record by the _ ; 
but whoſe living ſoul cannot be fatisfied, with= - 
out the feeling and preſſing after Chrift the 
life, and without a true engrafting into him in 
ſpirit, through the living Word or Teſtimony of 
life received into, and believed on in the heatt. 
And how ſweet alſo is the Miniſtration of... 
the Law,.which comes from the Promiſe, and, 
is managed to the ſoul by the hand of the Mes 
diator ! How (ſweet is it to ſee the reach . 
fall daily! To find ones own firength to be* © 
lieve, to obey, to ſuffer, to abide with Chriſt, to 
wait on Chri\t, to hope for Chriſt, daily batter- 
ed and brought to nothing, and no Tife left, but 
what iſſues from the Spring.andis alone mains , 
tained by the free Current thereof into the _ 
heart daily ! Here the firoke of the Law is: re». | 
ceived, by degrees unto perfelt death: Hete 
are the openings of the pure Prophefies _ {0 
| Spirit | 


(6) 


Spirit concerning a new Kingdom,a new Birth," | 


a new. Heir,,a new life. Here is the Axlaid 
to the root of. the Tree, and that cut down in 
the heart which is not to live, and which hin- 
ders the Heir from his Inheritance. Hereis 
the vail of tears, which tears ſpring from the 
life, whoſe virtue waſheth away the corrgpti- 
.tible day by day. Here is the houſe of Mourn- 
ing, and that jtate of darkneſs entred into, 
which (ſwallows up all the joy of the dark 
earthly ſpirit, and conſumes its uature. Here 
the light of life is ſown, and through theſe ex- 
erciſes it ſprings up ; and after the paſſing a- 
way of this Miniſtration , breaks forth in 


firength upon that ſoul , which bath been | 


throughly exerciſed herein. 


I defire the good of all mankind, waiting | 
for the ſwollowing up of the diſpenſations of | 


| 


death, andthe breaking forth of life upon | 


- "Food pleaſure of bim whoſe gift life is, and 


whoſe are all the diſpenſations of it. Andin | 


_ that love, through the openings and drawings 
of life in me, have I writ what follows * not to 
upbraid or (irike at any, but to be an help unto 
ſuch, as the Lord ſhall pleaſe to make tit ſer- 
viceable to. Wait on the | ord, eye him, read 
in fear, praying to be touched by, and gatber- 
- edinto that, which gives the feeling of the 


pen in the ſeaſons thereof, according to the | 


| 


weight 
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weight of truth.O that mens ſouls were awak= © 
red, that they might know what it is to periſp 

from God, and what tobe ſaved by bim, The 
proper portion of mars ſoul is the Fountain 
Eternal Life, and 'he can never be happy 

#or-in true reſt, peace or joy) while ſeparated 
from it. ' Let kim' who is not bruitiſh in un- 
derſtanding,cand whoſe ſoul is not wholly dead 
God-wards, conſider this. 


-- Queſt. 


' God? 
*» An. By finking down intothePrinciple of 


-man es. . This is all chat Ged requires 
. ef him, and chis is enough to make thin 


” tures, the inward Subſtance of all that 
| appears, who createth, upholdeth, con- 
+ ſameth and bringeth to nothing as he 
| 


(62) 


mer rr nn rr mr mtr 
Queſt. FT 7 Het +is the proper work, of | 
IVES menhere im this world ? |. 


+ To fear God, and keep his. Comy 


Happy. PENS 
Queſt. What is God ? 
Anſ. The Fountain of Beings and Na- 


pleaſeth. 
Queſt. How may TI know that there is @ 


his own tife;,wherein he revealeth- himfelf 
to the creature. There the ſoul receiveth. 


ſuch taſtes and knowledge of him, as can- 
not be queſtioned by him that abideth 


there. 
; oe": What is it to fear this God? 
Arſ. The ſpirit ahd foul of the creature 


ſtandingin awe of his Nature, and waiting aj 
tobe kept in due ſubjeRion thereto, this is i 
to fear him. And this is the proper _y 


(63) 
of preſerving the Spirir of the. treature 


tendance upon him,and expeRations from 
him, 
Queſt I bat are his Commandment s ? 
They areſuch as are ' either gene- 

rt to all mankind, common to ſome ſorts 
& men, ' or proper: to particular Per- 
ons. 

Queſt. What are thoſe which are general 
toall mankind? | 

Auf,” They are very many, but may all 
be referred to thoſe two heads, £0 wie, To 
love God above all, and ones neighbour as 
ſelf, even ſo in every _—_ doing to h 
| | as; _ would be done toby "AY Ii the ute 
a - 


| - Queſt; How-may man perform chis? Art 
f of Onely-by receiving a 'prunciple- of 

io om God, . and keeping elofe thereto. 
- Queſt How may a man coiterky FI Prinths 
1 Meat” life from Gad ? 


Anſ. God is near to every mag wich uf the TW 
breath of his life, breathing ugion'/hin) at | 


[- times according to his pleaſure which 
gJ nian's ſpirit opening unto, and drinking 
184 in, ic becometh a Seed or Principle'of: Life 
15] in bim, over; reading and leavening vim 
ofy up toeternal life ? 


Queſt, 


right in its motions towards him, . at» * 


1% 
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. . Queſt.-Yhat hinders man «from ty 
this Principle of Life, «and from keeping ch cl 
thereto? 4; 

 Anſ. A fleſhly Principle, which is con fi 
trary <0 the knowledge5\fear and obedis| p; 
ence of-the Lord, and'to» all-that ſprings] m 
from the Principle aad Power. of : his Life. lj: 

- Queſt. How comes this fleſhly Principle ra 
tobe found in man ? 

. Anſ. Tt-was ſown there by the enemy of Pr 
mans foul, man giving him-entrance into 
his ſpirit, by hearkening to: his ſuggeſtions] | 
and allurements. 

Qneft:'F/bat help bath man againſt thi 


*  Rlſhly Principle 


oO 
| 


Anſ.: None of himſelf: but being touch: an, 
ed freely by the other Principle, and caſt4 yþ 
ing thereof, .he 1s ro wait on.God's mere) bre 
and grace; for”the- manifeſtation of his 
Nyhrnmb hover; to diſcover to him the ef rea 

natureand courſe of his own heart, and Yar 
to cut down the corrupt defires,realoningd nea 


and 1 imaginations thereof ? poſl 
Queſt.. In what way is this effetied up) the 


the heart 2 '*ird 

An. In the hearts belief of this Pri Incy tow 
ple, andin its obedience thereto. 4 al 
.. Queſt. How May Way @ Wan cone to belief run 
in this Principle ? # Q 


(65) 
Anſ. 1n feeling itsnatiure, in waiting to 
feel fomenhat begotten by 1t: in this cs 
lighe ſprings, ics life ſprings, its, love 
-| ſprings, its hidden power appears, and its 
li-f preſerving wiſdom and goodnels is made 
gs} manifeſt ro the foul chart clings to it In the 
fe.} living ſence, which ics preſence and appea- 
Set rance begers in the ſoul. | 
| Queſt. How maya Mancome to obey this 
off Principle ? s 
tof - Anſ. In the Faich, in cheeying of it; in 
ns che clinging co ir, the ſtrengch iffues from 
it into the creature, which maketly ic able 
2 to performvall that it callech for. . 
| Queſt. How come perſons to be ſo weak 
hf and to complain ſo much for want of poweh, 
4 who feel a true beginning of life, and earnejt 
JI breathings after God? | 
| -- Anſ. From-the enemies interpoling 'of 
reaſons between them and their Faith. The 
& darkneſs, che principle of -unbelief lies 
5y near, and 1s ftill raiſing mud (as much as 
pollible ) berween the Principle of Lifeand 
* che ſont : and fo far as it can come between, 
| it difturbeth both the motions of che ſoul 


q towards its ſpring or principle of life, and 
| allo the ſprings clear bubling up in, and 
H running through the ſon), 

A Qiett, What is to be done in this caſe? . 


Anſ. The foul is ro wait God's ſeaſon; 
of deliverance from theſe, and-to hope fo 
an hidden ſupport from his Grace, whil 
the viſitations and leadings of his life are 


' - not made manifeſt. 


Queſt. What ground is there for thi 
bope ? | 

Anſ. There is ground of hope for the 
creatirein God's:goodneſs, whonatural 
Iy loveth and ſeeketh after the ſouls whicl 
he hath made, and doth not readily no 
ealily caſt oft in any of his diſpenſations 
Beſides, where he hath begotten-ſomewhat 
and where the bentof the heait 1s toward; 
Mm, and che dejire after his pure life 
and {pit it(above all chings)kindled; there 
hath he laid che foundation of a building, 
winch (though at preſent it-may:lie in the 
duſt, and under heaps of runes) he can 
-not forget. _ 
Queſt. Are there other Commands beſide; 

theſe, common toſome ſorts of men ? 

 *Anf.Yes,according to that diſpenſation 
of lite-and mercy unco which they are cal- 


ted, and into which they are admitted by 


the love and kindneſs of God, which c 
verſpreaderh all his works, and, who for 
cetteth not his creatures in tneir eſtate 9 
ſeparation and alienation from him. 


RF ( 67 Y- 
Queſt. Are there then more diſpenſations 
of life and mercy than one ? * 

Anſ. Yes, Forthough the life and mer- 
cy in it ſelf is but one, yet it hath ſeveral 
p;4 waies of ſeeking out after, and gathering 

into it ſelf the loſt (ons of Adam. 


hel Queſt. What have been the chief waies of . I 


diſpenſing the Light of Life towards man- 
kind? 
Anſ. Firſt, By a ſecret ſhining into 


holdeth forth ſome beams of his ecernal 
-d Light to all mankind, according to his 
fd pleaſure, at ſome time or other viſiting 
the darkeſt corners of the earth, and ma- 
king ſome way therein fcr the ſcattering 
of that darkneſs which ſeparates the ſoul 
from the Light of Life, and from the 
ſweet preſence and enjoyments of its 
deg) Creator, which naturally flows into every 
foul in its believing and obeying of that 
Light, | 

cal- Fm Were ever any thus rathered to the 
b Anſ. The Lord 1s able to make any Dil- 
penſaction of his life effe&tual. And as ma- 
ny of the Jews were not gathered by the 
JLaw: ſo, many of the Gentiles might be 
#4 gathered withour = Law. 
ws 4 


[oe tf, 


Q"eft. 


their ' hearts. Thus the ſon! of the Lord 


F miſſion by his blood is ſpiritually known in 


| 
| 
| 
] 


th, th 


"This was a glorious Diſpenſation,in which: 
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Queſt. But the Law gave the knowledge 


of the Meffiah to come through faith, in| 
whom was the remiſsion of fins known, and | 


firength againjt ſin ? 
. Anſ. The knowledge of Chriſt runs a= 
tong in all the Diſpenlations of the Frer- 
nal Light, The light cometh from him, 
and it manifeſts him in ſpirit, and the re- 


the fouls feeling tae living virtue thereof, 
The Law and the Goſpel, are both known 
in ({pirit, where ever the eternal Light vi- 
liteth and is received. 
Q +. hat are theCommands commonto thoſe? 
 Anſ. They are known to thoſe who are 
thus gathered, who in che life thus diſpens 
ſed feel theleadings of it, and in its Light 
are (enfible of thoſe requirings, which uni- 
verſaily ſtream forth from it among thoſe 
who are thus gathered. 
-Quelt. What other way of diſpenſing the 
Light of Life hath there been ? 
. Anſ.'T har, of che promiſeco the Fathers, 
which was before the Law, wherein they 
ſaw. theday of the Meſſiah; and were glad, 


they: taſted che. Son-ſhip, and felt po- 
wer to walk with God,and faith to trul 
him in his leadings, and were tranſlated by 


| hin 


11h 


the meaſure of 'his Life, which made them 

_ pilgrims and ſtrangers in this World, and 

- Reered. their ſpirits rowards another 
- Countrey, 


kindly received the ſtroke tnereof,and fled 
t 


» a 
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him (in a ſweet and precious degree) into * 


Qelt. What were the Commands com- 
mon to theſe ? 

Anſ. They were ſeen by them in the 
ſtreamings forth of that Diſpenſarion of 
Life among them,a taſte whereof che quick» | 
ned ſpirit may have, in readingthe words 
concerning them up and down the Scrip- 
ures. 

Queſt. I”hat further diſpenſation- of life 
bath there been ? 

Anſw. That of the Law to the Jews: 

Quelt. Was that .a Minijration of -life 2 
was it not rather a Minijration of death 
and condemnation ? = A 

Anſ. Ie proved ſo in its effe& through 
the weaknels of their ſtate ; but irs natu» 
ral tendency and proper effect, in caſe of 
obedience thereto, was life. And alſo-m 
the midft of its adminiſtring death and 
condemnation, it pointed to him who was 
the juſtification and the life ; inſomuch as. 
the Law was kind tothem in flayingthem, * 
and. ferviceable to the life cf ſuch fouls, 8s. 


othe hope ſer before them. E 3 Quy 


70. 


Qu. What were the common Laws a- | 1ed 
mongit theſe ? ani 


Anſ. They aye to be read in the wris, | 
tings of Moſes and the Prophets, whereny in 
God's Law and Teſtimonies . were abuns+ F þyj 


dantly given forth to thar people. I fral 
Ou. Have there been yet any further | on 
Diſpenſations of life ? |} bo 


An. Yes, that of the Goſpel, before | kn 

the Apoſtacy and falling away from | &c 
; "the living truth and power of the ſpirit, | wh 
into man's wiſdom, inventions and imi- | fi; 
tations. 
 _ Queſt. What were the Laws common to | me 
- "theſe? | 
. Ani. They may be readin the Writings | fo! 
of the Evangelifts and Apoſtles, where | a\ 
the Record of this Miniſtration is to be | M1 


found. on 
Queſt. hat hath the Miniftration of Life | be 
been fince the Apojiles dayes ? ni 


Anſ. Very low, very weak, very dark, | m 
very hidden, exceedingly retired. Yet | m 
'rrue Children have been begotten, and | ru 
food hath been handed to them from the | w: 
Father, and they have been nouriſhed | fo 
-up in the Faith, and have kept the Com- } fo 
.mandments of their day, and dyed in_ 
{the Faith : And thoſe who have thus been 


. : 
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led and preſerved, their ſouls are at reſt, 
and in the peace of God. But theſe have 


4 not been in any particuiar diſtin gather-= 


ing, andclear ſeparation out of the world, 
but ſcatrered- up and down in ſeveral mi- 


I ſaken forms, and loaded with the inventi- 
4 ons of the earthly wiſdom, and with the 
} bondage and weight of corruption, not 


knowing that clearne(s of ſpirit, and vi- 
Qory over ſin, by the preſence of the Life, 
which was felt and enjoyed by the Chri- 


| ſtians before the Apoſtacy. 


Queſt. Had theſe any common Conmand- 
ments ? 

Anſ. Not fo diſtia&ly as the former : 
for they lying in an heap of Confuſion, in 
a Wilderneſs or Chaos, ſcattered in the 
Myſts and Fogs of Antichriſtian darkneſs 
one from another, had not fuch common 
beams of Light, or clear ſtreams of life run- 
ning among them, as thoſe that had a 
more diſtin& gathering. Yet ſome telti- 
mony for God and againſt the cors 
ruption of the times, according to what 
was in their day and age tobe teſtified 
for and againſt, did run among <every 


| fort (of ſach as were rrue-hearted) in 
1 ſomekind or other. And for thisthey were : 


hated and perſecuted by men (even b 
E'4. ſuc 
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ſuch as were formal, and of another (pi- 
rit) and alto dearly tendered and beloved 
of che Lord. 

Qt. Hath there been any furthered diſpen» 
fation of life ſince the Apojtacy ? 

Anſ. There is ancther begun , whole 
glory 15 toexceed the former, atter the 
darknels (which overſpread and clouded 
the beauty of the former) 1s expelled by 
the growing brightneſs of this appea- 
rance. | 

Q'!. How may it appear that there is an» 
other ? 

Anſ. Taere is no knowing this diſpen- 

{\axion,but by being gathered into the Light 
of it. Wiſdom hati been alone juſtified of 
her Children in former ages, and ſhe can 
be ju{tifed by none elle, in her appearance 
inthis age. 

Qu. What is the difference of this from the 
former ? 

Anſ. It is more inward, more retired, 

more cloſely depending upon the princi- 
| ple of Life in the Spirit, than the former, 
| - Qu. Is it then the ſame in ſubſtance ? 

' _  Anlf, Yes, the very ſame. The very ſame 

truth of Chriſt Jeſus, the very ſame build- 
ing of God in the fpirit, the very ſame 


Church is co be again brought forth : bur: 
ww in. ; 
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in greater glory, thatbeingnow to be left 
out whereby the Eneniy then entered, and 
alſo degrees of beauty, ftrength and per- 
fe&ion, being to be added. 

Qu. But ſurely a greater glory than that in 
the Apoſiles dayes is not to be expeCed; nay 
it is not thebelief of mary that ever that ſhall 
be reſtored ? 

Anſ. This ariſeth from che unbelief, and 
want of the (1ght of the ching by the righr 
eye in the true Light. For the travel of the 
Eternal Spirit in its Diſpenſations, 1s to- 
wards perfeC&ion : and after the darkneſs 
of Antichriſt, che brighenels of the Light 
of Life is to ſhine more clear than ever, as 
1s abundantly teſtified in the Scriptures 
(elpecially in the Book of the Revelations) 
and alſo feen by many in the clear opens 
ings of the ſame Eternal Spirit. 

Qn, Are there any common Commands g:- 
ven forth in this Diſpenſation ? $ 

Anſ. Yes, untoall who are gathered in», + 
tothe Spirit of ut. They all feel the fanhe: 


common commands unto ſeveral things, Gy 


according to the nature and drift of this 


Difpenfation. 
gu. What arethey ? | 
Anſ. They are many, and concern ma- 


Cy by things (to wit, their meetings to wor 
ny ' 


ſhip 


; "—_ 


7 

ſhip and wait 0n the Lord, who hath viſi- 
ted and gathered them, cogecher with 
their way of worſhip"1ing,as alſo taeir con- 
verſe and converiation amongſt men,&c.) 
which are not eaſily ſpecthed : neither jn- 
deed are they fit to beheld forth to man's 
diſputing wildom, but to be waited for in 
the Spirit, where the |1ght of them 15 evi- 
dent, and the ſtrength to perform them 
received and held. 

Queſt. But how may men know that theſe 


are true Commands of the Lord , and not. 


imaginations or opinions of their own ? 
Anſ.When the Principle of Lite is known, 
and that which God hath begotten, felt in 
the heart ; the diſtintion between what 
God opens and requires there, and what 
ſprings up in mans wiſdom, reaſon and 
imagination 1s very manifeſt. | 

Qu. Are there particular Commands to 
particular perſons. beſides theſe ? 

Anſ. As every heart hath its own par- 
ticular ſtate,which is onely fully known tg 
the Spirit ofthe Lord, who is the Leader of 
the ſoul out of its darkneſs and captivity, 


and the Exerciſer of it in what he judgeth 


proper coits preſent ſtate : ſo the Lord gi-} 


- veth out particular Commands as he plea- 
ſeth, either co do Or forbear ſuch 4 thing 


t. 


'£ 
th 


Tas: © 
e, 
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as he Judgeth it neceſſary for the ſoul. 
Qu. How may theſe be known ? 
Anſ. By coming into acquaintance with 
the Lord, and the movings and voice of 
his Spirit. Firſt, the quickenings of the 
Spirit of the Lord are to be received into 
the heart : then the eye fixed, in that 
which is quickened, on 11m that quickened 
it, and all the inward tences waiting apon 
him, and exerciled towards him Ta::s the 
ſheep come to know the voice of the Shep- 
herd, and to follow his leadings into the 
Paſtures of Life, and out of the pathes and 
feedings of Death, and is drawn on by | 
him cowards any thing, or ſtopt by him 
from any thing at his pleaſure. +» 

O that the ſons of men knaw their God,and 
| were gathered into any living diffenſation by 
him wherein they might have the true ſence 
and (ſeeking of him. O that mens ſouls 
were awakened to feel the want of the 
breath of life from whence they came. O 
that the Seed of Iſrael! were redeemed by their 
God, that their glory and beauty in his phre 


life might awaken the Nations. O God, ha- 
ſten thy work in the world: bring the glory 


1} and wiſdom of man into contempt, and bring 
a=} forth thine own glory and wiſdom in its pure 


So Prightneſs. 
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Some Queſtions and Anſwers con 


cerning the- ſeed of -Vrace| ant 


the true Church. 


eff. Ho are the Seed of Iſrael ? 
- WW; f. They who are 


sotten of the Spirk .- Nacure of the E 

ternal Father and Fountain of Life, © 

of the ſpirit ang} natiire of this mam; Þ; 
Dn. Are there ſuch a ſeedin the earth? 


Anf. Yea, and have alwayes been, whi 


have ftill teen the bleſſing of this world 


though conſtantly hated and perſecute 
by it. 
Du. Why are they bated by the world ? ? 


. Becauſe they are not of the World 


bur Wirnettes againſt it, reſtifying 


_ I Wayes areevil, and its en 


r= Ii by do they thus teflifie ? 
" Anſ. It 5 their nature, and God al 


'Jerh them thereunto. He hath (er up h 
Light in ther bearts, to ſhine forth int 
'World, and ſcatter the darkne(s. 


4 © day to raiſe the Juſt ico domini- 


N\ 


ueſt. How do they ſcatter the darkneſs? 
ant the darkneſs rather ſcatter them ? 


_./Arnſ. The darkneſs doth indeed often - 
—fevail againſt them outwardly, . hunting 


nd ſcatcering them up and down upon 
the face cftlie earth : bue they ſtill prevail 
inwardly, in the teftimony of mens Con- 
ſciences, over the darkneſs, who at one 
time or other, 'are generally made to ac- 


| knowledge in the {ecrers of their hearts, 


that they are of God. 

®n. Why doth the Loyd (ifler it tobe thus, 
that that which is precious. and of bin. ſhould 
be trodden under foot by that which is not of 
bim ? - 
Anſ. The Lord hath his ſea{ons for the 
diſcovery of ail things. He hath gwen the 


4 Kingdom of Darkne!s its cirme anc: power to 


reign over the Juſt, an4 ro keep the lioly 
Seed in bondage and captivity z and he 
bath aiſc appoinced hs ſuffering Seed' irs 


g ſeaſon of fufferingin all ages and Generati- 
| ons. And by theſe, &through theſe chena- 


eure of each is diſcovered, their ends,'and- 
their ſticablene(s co their ends. 10%. 


Diu. But ſrall bis boly Seed almayes fi affer - ; 


Sinthu world ? 


Anſ. Nay, not f : for the Lord hath 


On _- 
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Some Queſtions and Anſwers con?! 


þ al 
cerning the. ſeed of Iracl and « 
the true Church. - 


neft. Ho are the Seed of Iſrael? | kn 
Wo w Ark. They who areb th 

cotten of the Spirit and Nature of the E 
ternal Father and Fountain of Life, ouf th 
of the ſpirit ang natiire of this world. | þþ 
Dn. Are there ſich a ſeedin the earth? | þj; 

. Yea, and have alwayes been, why 

ha ill teen the bleſſ ing of this world} di 
though conſtantly hated and perſecutey Ki 
It. re 
I. Why are they bated by the world ? ? | Se 
. Becauſe they are not of the World} ha 
bur ichful Wirnettes againſt it, reſtifying ſe; 
unto it, that its wayes ar reevil, and its enf on 
miſery. 1 cl 
Du. iFhby do they thus teifie ? th 
* Anſ. It 5 their nature, and God | 
'lerh them thereunto. He hath ſer up | 
Light intheir beacts, to ſhine forth in tl 
:World, and fcatter the darkne(s. | 


N\ 
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. Queſt. How do they ſcatter the darkneſs? 
doth not the darkneſs rather ſcatter them ? 
Anſ. The darknefs doth indeed often + 
n prevail againſt them outwardly, . hunting 
and ſcattering them up and down upon 
NF the face cftlie earth : bur they ſtill prevail 
inwardly, in the teſtimony of mens Con- 
ſciences, over the darkneſs, who at one 
time or other, -are generally made to ac- 
? | knowledge in the {ecrers of their hearts, 
'be&4 that they are of God. 
e ty On. Why doth the Loyd (fer it tobe thus, 
ou that that which is precious, and of hizr.fhould 
d. | be trodden under foot by that which is not of 
2? bim? _ 
wif Ar. The Lord hath his ſea{ons for the 
rid} diſcovery of ail thing<. He hath given the 
ute} Kingdom of Darkne:s its crme anc: power to 
reign over the Juſt, an4 to keep the holy 
2 } Seed in bondage and captivity z and he 
1d} hath aiſc appoinced his ſuffering Seed'irs 
yu ſeaſon of ſufferingin all age> and generati- 
elf ons. And by theſe, &through thele chena- 
ture of each is diſcovered, their ends, and- 
their ſtitableneſs co their ends. Fey t 


n this world ? 

Anſ. Nay, not fo : for the Lord hath 
a day to raiſe the Juſt inco domini- 
on 


al Qiu. But ſrall bis boly Seed almayes ſuffer * | 
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on over the unjuſt, even here .in this 
world ? 

®u. When ſhall this be ? 


Anſ. When tae malice and perſecutions 


of the Enemies of the pure Seed are filled} 


up, and the meaſure of its (ufferings f- 
nithed, 
1. Where arethis Seed? 

Azſ. They are (as yet, for the generality ) 
ſcattered 1p and down under the face of 
the waole Heaven. Not to be found in a 
vilible body gathered cogeraer, but icat- 
tered up and down, here a tew, and there 
a few; here one, and there another. 

©. Werethey then once in a body ? 

Anſ. Yea, they -were once embodied : 
for after God had caſt off che natural Seed, 
the Jews, he gachered the ſpiritual Seed 
into a Body, ſetting them as' a City on 
a Hill, and making them tae Light -of the 
world. 

9u. How cane they afterwards to be ſcat- 
tered, 

Anſ. The Dragon hath done this, God 


ſuffering him: many wayes to affſault this 


Building, and ſo. far at length to prevailf, 


over it, even to ſcatter his Church our of 


her built ſtate, into. a Wilderneſs ſtate, 
where no eye can diſcern her any morey]' 
but] 


Fs 


SELETS | 
bur that which is of God. (Wait to read 
Rev. 12. in the Light of that Spirit which 
wrote it.) 

. Quelt. Why d!d God ſuffer the Dragon to 
4 prevail over ſo precious and glorious a Buil- 

ding ? 
fi Anſ, Becailſe there was ſomewhat ofthe 
power of darkne(s neceſſary to be made 

manifeſt, .which could not be otherwiſe 
')| fo made manifeſt, as by thts its prevailing 2 
and alſo that he might thew the necellity 
of, and make way for the bringing forth 
of that, over which the power of darkneſs 
cannot prevail. _ 
. ©uilstherethen ſuch a thing to be brought 
| forth ? | 
d 4 Anſ. Yea, There isa Church, there is 

31 * Spiritua] building againſt which the 
© Gates of Hell can never prevail, which is 
hel ſounited to the Rock, as the Powers of 
| darkneſs can by no means come between 
the Rock and it. 

Ou. Is this Church, and the Church in 
wel the Apoſtles dayes difierent, or the ſame? + . 
Fr  "Anf. This Church hath been ja all ages, 
| but a more full and perfe&- bringing 
4 forth in the Apoſtles dayes, than in any 
| 2ge before: yer not ſuch' a bringing 
{forth outwardly, as might not be driven 

SY, back, 
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back. And therefore did the Lord ſaffer it 
to be aſſaulted and prevailed over, an that 
wherein it was weak through the outward- 
nels of it, that (after many dayes.} he 
might manifeſt hisſtrength in bringing it 
forth more perfe&ly. 

Du. Where hath this Church been theſe 
many Ages, fnce the Dragons ſore aſſault 
and overcoming it , as to its outward- 
neſs? 

Anſ. In che Viiderne(s, Rev. 12. 

Bu. What Wilderneſs? any viſible, outs 
ward Wilderneſs ? 

Anf. Ie is a parable, repreſenting th 
feattered ſtate of the Seed, after God! 

reſence was withdrawn from the viſible 

ilding, and it laid waſt as to his life, and} © 
the appearances of his Spirit, and the 
Dragon got into, and ſeated in the fort 
{2 Thefſ, 2. 4.) then the ſeed and appez 
rancesof God were to be found elſewhere 
and not in thoſe buildings. 

Qu. How were thoſe Churches, or Buill 
ings in the Apoſtles dayes laid waiie ? | 

Anſ. The preſence of the Life and Po _ 
wer makes che form living: and no Joy 2 
ger is it, or can it be lo, than the Life a on 
Power remains with it. Now they nt 
abiding 1n the Life and in the Power (ti 
| ApC 
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| . fESP 
Apolizcy-comingy ſpoken of -2-Thiſſ. 2.3. 
at che-Elfe nd 'the Power Fri tC. 
from them, andrleſt them tre-dead-form, 
hel into which the Princeof 'Deach immedi- 
apely> enters: - ahd (65; thar which ;was a 
| Chutctiiunco God} while the life abode 
ſe] There, and che 115 the life, - becomes @ Sy» - 
| nagogue'of ; Satari, he' entering :intb- the 
dead formyy and being wortifipped therein 
the dead form./ So ttite iris nor any out» 
ward gathering or profefſion that makes a 
4 Cltarchi (mder the) New Teftament, bur - | 
otily the life and power; That gathering 
whicty is-i11 the Life and Power,.'is:a crue 
Gliurch > char which is 'not, is a Synas 
Zopue of Satan, | let' them 'profeſs what 
they will. For the living God ''dwells 
iniiving Temples onely, and che Prince 
of Death dwells in all the territories of 
1 death; Tee "220 

- Queſt} According to this Rule - there are, 
| 0 have been, few true Churches - of God 
14 ary World, fince the dayes of the Apo+ 
We HIENE 0G 32 3% - 64 
1 -4nſ. The rite Charch hath been'in 4 


1 Wildernets-ſtate tince cae dayes of 'the As 
polt]es. A' {cartered" Seed: have her Chil- 
1 dren' been, and fe a Widow forfaken,God 
4 providing a placefor = inward a” 4 | 

a oa 1s 


{> 32 1 
his Bijilding, and. giving; upt chennten 
part: - the formal joel ;to — Aſn 
of the: powers oh DNarkne(s, 

41: 313:2: [TheLoxdby the 6, Bend No 

his Spiric took down his own-Building, 

-gave uji the auerard Court to ag 

nes, hater the inward; Templ 

and: 'Worfhippers.into the W A 

fince ;thae tune » men: have. built, ma 

Buildings, in the imitation. of: le ma 

GodbuileC eyery-ſort according to their 
- $kill, ſand; xealonings of their Wiſdom 

Þout thething) but they, are nat che ſame 

Building.. Bit che true Building, the.crue 

Church is reproached, by all che(e Buil- 

ders, and not known .to be the thing, be- 

cauſehid from tiieir eye. 
Du: When ſhalt this true Church appear 
cen 
Anſ. When God, who gave her he 
wings-of an Eagle to fl e into the Wi 

denneſs, , bringeth . her the ſame Wings + 
gain, 46; flye out. Then ſhall the Come 
: forth cloathed with the Sun again,: and 
with.theMoon under her feet,and: witty her 
Crown pf Stars. 

.': Qu.: How may. it appear, that- thoſe pre- 
ſent  BulIngs which are -to be found in the 
wenld, are not true * Churches I F 
A 
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Anſ. Becauſe they are built by men, and 
their ttrength ſtands not in the demonſtra- 
tion and power of the Spiric, but in the 
wiſdom and power of man. Take away 
chat, tney ſoon crumble and molder of 
themſelves. Beſides, they are not cloath= 
ed with the Sun, have not the Moon un- 
"ax Jer their feet, nor know not the travel to 
ich bring forth the Man-child, which the true 
Church knows, even in the Wilder- 
neſs, ee 
7 Why do men keep up ſuch Buildings, 
Tt and not rather mourn after the true Building 
nll of God, which is built and preſerved in the 
be. Pt and power of his Spirit ? 
| Anſ« Anticariſt's time is not yet fully 
ended, nor tie myſts wherewith he blinds 
ea mens eyes (cattered, nor the Cup of his 
fi Fornications (which makes every one 
+ drunk and beiotted, as co the fight and 
+ | knowledge of the true Church which 
Re drinksof it) caken from mens lips. 
id 91. How may I know the true Church ? _ 
el, Anſ. By being born of God's Spirit,and 
| looking with that eye which he gives to 
thoſe whom he begets, in that Light of 
Life which ſhinech from his preſence: Here 
his holy Church and true Spouſe is diſ- 
cerned and oats” 2 from all: falſe 
2 re 
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reſemblances and vain pretenders, © 

Du. Are there then many reſemblances of 
the true Church, and pretenders to be ſuck, 
which are not {0 indeed 7 

Anſ.'Yes, Thereis the Mother of Hars 
lots, Revel: 17. 5. and-her. many daughs 
ters;'all which pretend, to be the rus, 
Churches of Chrift, but wane chart life 1 in 
themſelves, andchat Union in Spirit with 
him, whicl alone can make (uch. . 

Dn. What makes d true Church ? 

' Anſ. That alone which makesa ſpiritual 
body, and which unites that -body to. the 
Head; Fhere muſt be a true nature, and 
the union of that nature to the ' Head, or 
there cannce be a Marriage in. {pirit to 
che Lamb:Now the true Chinrch is Chriſt's 

Spouſe, bone of his bone, aud fleſh of his leſs; 
as truly of tne ſeed of Abrghamaiter the 
ſpirit, as the Fews were after the fleſh.And 
as he that ſaith he is a Few, but wanterh 
the true circumcition of the” heave. and 

ſpirk, doth but lye, and is not indeed' (6. 
So'rhey that ſay they are a Churcb,, but 
Want the nature of the Church, they alſo 
lye, and are nota true.gathering of * Chri- 
| ffjans outof the world FY ta Sybagogue of 
| Saran, {ti} abidin and worſhipping in the 
ſpirie of the wor! (Rev. 2,9.8 ch.3.9.) 
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Qi, May #0t the true Church be known 
ontward viſible marks, as mot perſons de- 

cribe and ſeek to find and dijtinguiſh ber 
? _ 

" 4k No, not poſſibly in her Wilderneſs- 

fate nor hardly in her built-ftate. 


«* Queſt, Why not poſſibly in her Wilder-" 


neſs-ftate ? 

- Anſ. Becauſe there ſhe is ſtripped of 
them, and the Harlots or falle Churches 
are cloathed with them.- Mark the thing; 
In the very Apoſtles dayes, the falſe Mini- 
ſters and falſe Chriſtians got into the form, 
and denied the power, 2 Tim.3. 5. Now 
after a ſeaſon God leaves the form tothem 
(Revel. 11. 2.) gathering his Church out 
of that appearance into the hidden po- 
wer, Here 1s the Wilderneſs into whick 
the Church fled : the Life, the Pcwer, 
which before appeared in the form, being 
withdrawn and ſeparated from the form, 
and the living Seed gathered into it, and. ' 
worſhipping in it. And who can now 
hind the Church, or learn the Worſhip ? 
Here the eye of the Seed istried, and the 
Wiſdom of the Spirit of the true Diſciple. 
And here, ever fince, all the World have 


| been jangling about the Form, whitethe 
| true Witneffes have been mourning after 


F 3 the 


- A_ 5; 
the Power, teſtifying concerning the Po- 
wer, and enjoying what was to begiwen' 
forth of ic, in che p:elent way of its-dif 
pen(ation in the Wilderneſs. 
Queſt. Why bardly in ber built-ftate ? 
Anſ. Becauſe even then ſuch variety of 
reſemblances and likenefies of the erue 
Church may be built, as cannot be diftin=: 
guiſhed. from' the true uc ſelf by any out 
ward marks. There: were in the Apoſtles 
daies falie Apoſtles,falſe Miniſters and falſ 
Churches; which though they appeared 
as the Apoſtles of Chriſt, as the Miniſters 


' of Righteouſneſs, as the Churches of, 


- Chriſt; yet they were not fo, but falſe 4- 
poſiles, deceitful workers, and: Synagogues of 
Satan. Now they which intend to deceive, 
appear moſt exa@ly inthe Form, and with 
c 


e outward Marks, if need require : and | 


that which is true and ſubſtantia], is mot ſo 
regardful of the outward form, but minds 
the inward life, truth and ſubſtance, He 
therefore that judges by the form and 
outward marks, cannct but judge that to; 


' be the true Spoule which appears moſt int 
che form, and with the outward marks; 


and (cis very liable to be deceived and erryj 
by judging ſome cf the falſe Churches to. 
' be true, and the true to be falle, ; 


Qu 


[ran In in Throw hatin 

ef J 4 oem ent cd 
C | Aſs To waic' in: ie hich gives eo 
bea' Member of ic} and gives true Union 
with it; whether ic be:in-its : Wilderneſs» 
NT] Marie in its buile-ftate. '. For the 'ſame 
Spirit which begers [che child in-che crue 
litegs/wilkilſo lead tothe Chnrch': -and in 
that Wiſdom which is from above';'the. 
true Church 'will never be miſſed of; but 
in the earthly reaſonings and gueſlings of 
mans wiſdom, God's Church, (or New- 
Teſtament-building in the power of his 
Spirit) is eaſily miſſed. And he chat milſ- 
ſeth of this, and isourt of the pale of it, 1s 
ic poflible he ſhould meet with che true (al- 
vation ?.. He that. hath au ear to hear, let 
him hear ;z-and he that hath bur ſo much as 
the heart of a man, lec him conGder : For: 
the thing is of great weight, and of deep 
concernment to the ſou!. 

Well, have but patience a while, and 
the crue Church (which God's Spirit 
builds) ſhall be known, and all the talſe 
Churches of mens building ſhall be 
known alſo. ' And that which God hath 
built, ſhall have the power from God, 
and the praile among men; and all che 
F 4 Þa- 


) 


So =QOcyn 0 Tu nt me So 


(88) 


ſpicic, and inconbitent wiſdom, fhall;ww 
niſb-away: like fmoke; and became aſtink 
in -all; Noftrils. For ftrong 4s:tbe; Loxd 
God :of. Heaven and Earth: who js: con 


tire, and glorious - appearances, and rail 
ing up his Sion out: of the duſt. Amen, 
Halelyjah, | 5 p | 


* 
& % 4 


p £88) © 
Babylonife: buildings 5. of mans ronfaſed] - 


founding Babylon in -all her - gaudy ats| 


| 


| —_ isas fully natural; in, tha labliance, 


#* + +» 


me fat ther TORY oF An: 
ſwers conctruing. the Wo ted. y 
"Ural. _ 


| Que. Offotoon pon do 4, Seed 


Hrael 
Auf ſw. ny of; the god of Kcerngl 
Life, out of the Boſom of Ezernal, Love, 
out of the Zeruſalem which is above,which 
is free, and the Mother of allchat ave _ 
of the Spirit, : EY 
Qu. By what Covenant are the Childs 


| of I(rael brought up 2. 


Anſ. By the Covenant of- -Faich inthe 
love of the Father, ,which gives life and 
ltrength to obey. * 

Queſt. Is there obedience required i in _ 
New-Covenant ? . 2.4 LF HSE 

Anf. Yes, the obedience of Faith3 
o_ ton of the nature and haent of the- 
child co the nature and will ofighe Father, 


(55) 


as itcan be repreſented in any figure or 

_— What if ther be-diſebe 

| ; if there -be-aifobedience 2... 
= The Seed ir ſelf cannot diſobey : - 

but che Veſſel.in whioh it.is ſown, and tof wi 


Queſt. Can any fall from this Covel m; 

| An. The Covenantiiswith the Steed for} + 
ever, and wich the Seeds ſeed alſo is it\firmi] yi; 
but the ftreamings ' forth of the [Light] _ 
of the Covenant do not alwayes :bef an 
"get-a Seed; but onely' ſometimes! "et 
mans nature on work, drawing forth: ths 
fith,Jove and obedience chereof. Now thi 
will not hold: All fleſh is graſs, and at one Gy 
time or -other will fade and wither :- bu jn 
chere- muſt be a being begotten of thi 
word, tolive and abide for ever. WW 


- 


(91) 
or} Qu, How isthis begetting? 
Anſ. In the weakening of man's ſtrengely 
--- | day by day, and raifing.up the ſeed;which 
J :| ſeed gives life and ftrengeh to him that is 
Ny weakened in the manhood. = | 
'] Qu. Howis this done? F 
hel Af. Firſt by drawing *forth what is in 
ed| the man, and then by trying its ftrength, 
Iys diſtreſſing the man with exe: ciles beyond 
cuet him. Thus the working man©1s brought 
bt] down by the requirings of the Law, they 
ere bag too hard for him, and the believing 
Seed is raiſed up, who inthe virtue of the 
2M living faith (whereof he receivech- ſup- 
uy} plies from the breath of eternal Life) ful- 
{| fils,the righteouſneſs of che Law in the 
ve} man, and alſo communicates a righteouſs 
| neſsof an higher nature unto him. J 
for} + Qu. hy doth God take this courſe with 
"Wy man? 
pltl  Arf. Ir is proper and natural. How can 
be] an higher Principle be raiſed in man, bur 
{a} by the death of the former ? And how can 
tf] the former dye, but by ſuch exerciſes , 
a trials and diſtrefſes-as are proper to wear 
q out the ſtrength of its nature, and bring it 
Dul intothe nothingnel(s, where that which is, 
4 Tum up, when it hath bronghe down 
f that which appeared, but was not ? _ 


in, 


| 


( 92) | | 

O who can underſtand: God*s 'worksin} ly, 
the world} who can read the myſtetie: off 0n 
Life and.Deach in man2 O what a wornſ | 
is man before his God? What is his natureſto? 
In what ſtate is ' he able: to. walk! with hut 1 


| y God can keep..covenant with maya! 


foul by his covenant. 


any kind of diſpenſation ; but man ſtilljthe 
fails ; his heart deceiveshim, and he 1s na -2 
8ble -to attain unto, . or; maintain: anſÞe 
conſfiderableproportion of happineſs to hifſkal 
Ny 7 TrOof 

Qu. What is man's Covenant? © if 

- Anſ. That which his. nacare defires offed, 
God to make him happy. That Light, thaÞ#y 
Counſel,. that Strengch, chat Preſenap"o! 
which his nature thinks ſufficient, will naþ#ta 
carry him ehrough.” Nay, let God fbeiff"l! 
Grace and Mercy, and add helps. unen9 
him wrthe riches of bislove, yet thes'wil at 
not do. How doth man fall in every difþ'ac 


| penſation, where there is any ſtreſs [azd oft 


ehis Covenarit, though God is able to be 
Father andan Husband therein ! 
. Quiz: What is God's Covenant ? 

Anſ. | hat which his nature ſees need 
ful co make man happy in him, and eo kee 


man. in the enjoyment of his happinet on 


Fhis, fo: far as it is. diſpenſed, - carrief®C 
through; and when ic is ditpenſed perfedy®* 
| J 


ES: 
vin} ly, will bring forth the perfett redempti- 
- off 0n and happmeſs of che creature, | - 
rml Now then char ſont: thae- would trayel 
reftowards life ecernal + . 4 CSWOt, Dtig 
huj Firſt, Wait to feel a principle of life #4 
na wekened, raiſed up, 'fowen in-thy exrth by 
tiljeche living God. - | $5 611217. S201 

af 25: Wait to receive all the Lioht'of Life 
anſÞ2 every *kind, 'thag'the Father of Lighes 
ſhall pleaſe co catiſe'to ſhine in thy licare; 


from this principle. 190 bebo 
ly. Be conttntts be cried" and diftre 
a) Fi and have thy ftrengeh broken day by 
hefiay, and thy wiſdom confounded; chae 
neu 'maiſt fink into and paſs Way inthe 
S$eaknefs and fodlifhnefs which 'the Lord 
zedffill bring upon. thee before 'tlie wildoms 
ne#ndRrength of his fife appearin thee, ”- - 
vill 4y. Keep thine eye and heare. on ' 
ifgrace that firſt viſited thee, that there thy 
| oajooting may be, and thy hopes faſtned. O 
degeceive the Light ſtill from che hand of 
race, and look up thither for ſtrength to 
>ey the Light, that the earthly man get 
edt 2 life inthe obgdience, and thon'for- 
eqſet the grate; and thy need of Chriſt the 
efÞointed of the Lord ; and fo thou live on 
rieghat thou haſt 1eceived from God, and 
4% Chriſt live in thee, and look upon thy 


| working 


"the 
.. 


| _ (094) 
working obedience as the rightcouſne 
and feel not the righteouſne(s of QChrif 
which 1s the free juſtification ot his lik 
and power, waſhing away the ii! of tix 
ungodly. - 

Ah garrow is the path ci1+t {22d unt: 
life, nonecan enter in at it, 5::c tic tec 
and the ſeeds ſeed,even that ir ich Liesi 
the creatureſhip, in the principle which 4 
dam received from the Lord,and in: ings 1y 
in the nature and being of thi: ſ-ed. Rea 
this, O travellers towards the Hoy Land 
with the eye which God creates, that yt 
may run. certainly in his begettings, 1 
his creatings, in his leadings towards hi 
land of eternal reſt, even in the certain l; 
and power of his endleſs life, and nor i 
the uncertain reaſonings, imaginings,an 
Soelings at things by the humane unde: 
ang. --.': -, 


- 
. 


- 


. THE END. 


